ay donation - 


~O0 


Earth’s General Store 
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December 2nd, Monday @ 7:00 - 
9:00 pm: BHOPAL: THE SEARCH 
FOR JUSTICE by David Suzuki's 
Nature of Things (CBC Television). 
k the 20th anniver- 
events that hap- 
pened in Bhopal, India when 
Union Carbide released toxic gas 
into the local environment killing 
over 3,000 in a few days. The lega- 
cy still continues and the corpora- 
tion has never compensated the 
people of India nor the govern- 
ment. (Dow Chemical now owns 
Union Carbide). This is repeated 
on Sunday, December Sth at 3: 
00pm. 
Location: CBC Television 
Website: http://www.cbc.ca/nature- 
ofthings 


This will m¢ 
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December 3rd, Friday @ 7:00 - 9:00 
pm: GIFTS OF COMMUNITY, 
GIFTS OF SUSTAINABILITY - 
"Giving back to our community" - 
this is where our thoughts turn 
during the festive season. Ron 
Berezan is a sincere, humble man 
who lives "giving back to the com- 
munity" every day through his 
work in the non-profit sector in 
international and local communi- 
ty development. 

Location: Memorial Hall, 
Robertson-Wesley Hall, 10209 - 
123rd Street 


Cost: Food Bank Donations grate- 
fully ac cepte a 


Contact: Fireweed Instit 


1830 or email: 
info@fireweedinstitute.org 
Website: www.fireweedinstitute.org 


December Sth, Sunday @ 7:00 - 
9:00 pm: Winter Organizing 
Meeting EDMONTON COALI- 
TION AGAINST WAR AND 
RACISM. Over the past 18 months 
ECAWAR has been fundamental in 
raising the awareness of violence 
throughout the world and coordi- 
nating events where 
Edmontonians could get out and 
voice their outrage and concern. 
Location: Mennonite Centre for 
Newcomers, 10010 - 107a Avenue 


(please use the north courtyard 
entrance). 

Contact: 988-2713. 

Website: www.ecawar.org 


December 6th, Monday @ 7:00 - 
9:30 pm: MAINTENANCE 
ENFORCEMENT PUBLIC INFOR- 
MATION FORUM. This very suc- 
cessful forum has "TOP" officials 
from the Alberta Maintenance 
Enforcement Program meeting 
with the public to discuss issues 
and methods relating to the 
enforcement of child support in 
Alberta. This year's topics include: 
default, what, why, how; The new 
electronic system, what does it 
mean?; Upcoming amendments to 
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the Regulations; Interest rates, 
how and when. All interested par- 
ties are invited to attend and 
please bring questions and com- 
nents to this free-of-charge event 
Your input and voluntary dona- 
tions are valued. 

Location: Rm. 128 Eastglen 
Composite High School 

Cost: FREE (donations appreciated) 
Contact: 471-0023 

Website: www.ecmas.org 


December 7th, 14th and 21st 
Tuesday @ 6:00: YOUTH ANTI- 
RACISM PROJECT (YAP). Are you 
interested in working with youth 
on matters regarding anti-racism 
and discrimination? Youth Anti- 
Racism project invites you to a 
weekly meeting every Tuesday 
from 6:00 at You will learn how to 
use popular theatre techniques 
and personal narratives in con- 
ducting anti-racism education 
workshops to youth in schools and 
ethno-communities. 

Location: Education North 4-104, 
University of Alberta 

Contact: 425-4644 or 
olivera@interbaun.com or visit 
www.naalr.org 


December 10th, 2004 
International Human Rights Day 
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
marks the anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights with a Write-a-Thon. 
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Thousands of concerned individu- 
als will take a few minutes on 


Huma 


1-line activity 
hub has everything you need to 
get involved. Check out - 
http:/ /www.amnesty.ca/writeathon 
http://www.un.org/Overview/right 
s.html 


December 12th, Sunday @ 5:30 - 7 
pm: VEGETARIANS OF ALBERTA 
MONTHLY POTLUCK - bring a 
lacto-ovo or vegan dish for six and 
your cutlery and crockery. 
Location: Riverdale Community 
Hall, 9231 - 100th Avenue. 

Cost: $2 members and $3 non- 
members. 

Contact: 988-2713 or 466-1448 for 
more information. 

Website: www.telusplanet.net/~voa 


December 14th, Tuesday @ 7:00 
pm: THERMOSYPHONING IN 
PASSIVE SOLAR DESIGNS presen- 
tation by Andy Smith - coordinat- 
ed by the Solar Energy Society of 
Canada -Northern Alberta 
Chapter. 

Location: 5-142 on the main floor 
of the 105th Street Building, Grant 
MacEwan Downtown Campus on 
104 Avenue. 

Website: 
http://www.ecn.ab.ca/sesci/. 
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4:30 pm: WORKSHOP 
ACCOUNTING & FINANCE FOR 


NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS 


do to keep the finances of your 
NGO straight. 

Location: Edmonton Room, 
Stanley A. Milner Library (lower 
level) 

Cost: Free but pre-registration is 
required 

Contact: 448-1941 or email 
info@cassfraser.ca 

December 25th, Christmas Day: 
May you have a wonderful holi- 
day season. Remember that you 
can do many things at this time of 
year to greatly reduce your ecolog- 
ical and social footprint - consume 


less, consume wisely, and love lots 
more. 


Call for Proposals for the ALBER- 
TA SOCIAL FORUM deadline: 
January 10, 2005. Here is a chance 
for people to have input on the 
future of Alberta and the world. 
Check out http://www.albertaso- 
cialforum.ca/proposal/form.htm! 
See below for more details: 


Please send me any events that 
you think should be listed in the 
Activist Agenda. Thank you - 


Michael egs@interbaun.com 
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tributions and input. 


Letters sent to the editor are 
assumed to be for publication, 
unless otherwise indicated. 


OUR VOICE welcomes written 
submissions (particularly 
those on PC compatible 
diskettes), cartoons, pho- 
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sion. No part of this newspa- 
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sion from OUR VOICE. 
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tors or publishers. 
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THE WORD 


ast year, the weekend before 

Christmas, I was on a snowmobil- 

ing trip in a national park with my 

wife and two other couples. Around 
the campfire on the first night, we started 
to discuss the wonders and terrors of the 
Christmas time of our youth. Things like 
carolling in the freezing cold, so that you 
have to keep singing to keep your lips from 
seizing up altogether. 

We had a slow-cooked Irish stew for 
dinner, simmered for hours over an open 
fire. When we were done, we cleared the 
ash and remaining bits of wood off of the 
dimly red-glowing round river stones. 
While we were putting up our camp sauna 
with long branches and a tarp over the 
stones, we encountered dragonfly-sized 
buzzing creatures shouting directions at us 
with their tiny voices. I didn't even know 
they were speaking English until one of 
them hovered at my ear saying: "Not like 
that human, six of you monkeys have to 
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fit in there as well as 45 of us!" 

At once, about 30 of these Sprites lifted 
our tarp and fastened it perfectly around 
our crude tent skeleton. We took off our 
clothes and entered our community sauna 
one by one, sitting on the stout cuts of 
wood placed around the fire-pit. Also fully 
disrobed, the Sprites flew in through a 
small hole in the top and landed on our 
heads, shoulders and legs. 

The same Sprite who first spoke to me 
asked: "Why do you humans only visit 
when you need us for Christmas?" While 
he was talking, his little voice was made 
almost inaudible by loud, popping sizzle 
noises made by Sprites dumping tiny 
splashes of water onto hot stones. 

"What do you mean 'need you for 
Christmas'?" I asked, worried I may have 
said something hurtful or insensitive to the 
Sprites while it was coming out of my 
mouth. He shook his head, although he 
was still smiling. "Look," he said, pointing 
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at the others. Through the constantly-fed 
hot mist, you could see that we were all 
floating just slightly off of the ground and 
were beginning to look more elfin than we 
did before. 

My ears, which already had a vague 
elfin quality, felt pointier and the inside of 
the sauna reverberated a soft hum of 45 
giggling Sprites with their six human 
counterparts. My little friend told me his 
name was Po and that he needed another 
full day to work us into shape. We agreed 
at once that we would gladly share the 
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company of Sprites for another day. 

We spent the whole time in the sauna, 
not worrying about food or having any 
real awareness of the passing of time. The 
Sprites took turns regaling us with stories 
of the "Great Elf" and his contributions to 
Christmas. 

The Great Elf keeps the spirit and feel 
ing of the most important birthday from 
fading into distant memory; for that, we 
help you humans to be intellectually able 
and emotionally equipped to understand 
the significance of great things 

After our encounter with the Sprites, I 
developed a sprightly laugh and have 
taken the true meaning of Christmas into 
account with every thought and action. 
Yes, we have planned another trip for this 
year to visit our little friends. 

No matter your circumstances, Our 
Voice invites you to spend the holiday sea- 
son with those closest to you. Please make 
the lives around you better around 
Christmas time and resolve to spread the 
love for a longer period of time each year. 


Merry Christmas everyone! 


-Warren Bjarnason 


THE MEEK SHALL 


INHERIT THE EARTH 
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The 2005 
Our Voice Calendar is 
now available! 


Bombay Palace 


East Inia Cuisine 


Phone: (780) 437-4333 
3460 - 93 Street, Edmonton, Alberta, T6E-6A4 


_ Accounting & Tax AssociaTes INC. 
Payroll, GST, Personal & Corporate Tax Returns 


Sami Khan Bi 


For more information please see your local vendor 
or contact Ron @ 423-2285 Ext. 139. 


Calendars are also available at the Bissell Centre 
10257 - 96 Street, Edmonton. 


Only $10 


18907 - 90 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta, TST 5W2 SE SEER EST ‘ 
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Every community is an 
association of some kind 
and every community 's 
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America is stil! mostly 
xenophobic and racist. 
That's the nature of 
America, | think. 
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On Filnp: 


Christmas Film Clips 


Won't You 
Come Home 
George Bailey? 


Okay, best loved Christmas film clips - 
go! 

— The Grinch realizing the Who's 
down in Whoville are gathering to sing on 
Christmas morning even though he's 
stolen ALL their booty. Makes you think 
how many times you've heard people 
reminisce that their Christmas without 
presents was the best Christmas ever. 
(Note to self: suggest to husband that we 
exchange non-material gifts of 
sublime/spiritual nature to test "best 
Christmas" theory - mention endless trips 
to Wal-Mart if he fails to see the allure 
immediately.) 

— The Peanuts rocking out in the gym- 
nasium to funky jazz music in a Charlie 
Brown Christmas. Outside of its sweet sim- 
plicity and beautiful theme, this 


"i REA EEN  a  HGER I TAR 
FAST O1“< CHANGE 
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A Charlie 


nostalgic charm for many. The Peanuts' 
world is a guileless sanctuary that never 
fails to revive my drooping spirit. In case 
you're not aware and like experimental, 
free-hand animation (of the hippy-ilk), 
there's a full-length Peanut's movie, A Boy 
Named Brown, with some 
skookum and unusual cartoon episodes 
plus all the amiable innocence of 
Schultz's little clan. 

— The little red-haired boy and the 
eponymous Snowman taking flight to 
visit Santa, while the angel voice of Aled 
Jones sings "We're Walking in the Air". If 
you haven't seen The Snowman, an ani- 
mated film from the UK, make haste, 
especially if you have young children. It's 
enchanting and surreal but be warned, it 
has a sad ending (the snowman melts). 
My two-year-old nephew loved it and 
begged to watch it over and over but 
would always weep so bitterly that his 
mom finally had to hide it on him. 

— The Abominable Snowman in 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer. Need | 
say more? 

— And where can | begin with Miracle 
on 41st Street? Nowhere, actually, because 
I haven't seen it. 

But all this distracted, roaming praise 
is just petals on the path before a heart- 
felt homage to Frank Capra's It's a 
Wonderful Life - one of the best-loved 
movies of all time. 

Some films are so imbued with light 


Charlie 


Pete & Shelland 


11503 - 104 Avenue, 
Edmonton, AB T5K 2S2 
E-mail: jlubex7 @ shaw.ca 


Ph: (780) 425-7562 
Fax (780) 425-7689 
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that one can envision Michelangelo's God 
reaching out to touch their inception. 
Their qualities reach far beyond entertain- 
ing, they're full of hope, delight and soul- 
lifting wisdom. Humans are intrinsically 
selfish clumps of matter but most don't 
like to admit this; we prefer and coddle 
our grander notions of self. When con- 
fronted with true selflessness or heroic 
kindness, we can either be inspired or we 
can disparage the hero. There is some- 
thing about Christmas that can uncleave 
the tightest...um...assumptions we have 
about what it really takes to be a good 
person. The most endearing trait of 
George Bailey, the hero of It's a Wonderful 
Life, is his recognition (albeit sometimes 
grumbling and/or bewildered) of the right 
thing to do. Doing the right thing for his 
family meant leaving for dead his boy- 
- dreams of travelling, 
exploring, building, of finding fame and 
fortune in the exuberance of youth. He 
falls in love with Mary (the exquisitely 
beautiful Donna Reed) with the same 
grumbling and bewilderment he fixes on 
most of his life's crucial decisions and 
they have a family. Now his life is one 


> tiresome duty after another and he, like 


many under the burden of office and chil- 


, dren, wonders what it's all for and if the 


S : . ffort's worth the return. The reason a 
Christmas cartoon is a treasure chest of 


story is woven around George Bailey's life 
is that he wants to end it - interesting to 
think that one of the most heart-warming 
movies of all times has suicide as its pivot 
eed Clarence is a trainee angel who's 

en sent from heaven to help George 
and decides the best way is to show him 
how life wi d up without 
him. The end of this movie never fails to 
leave me happily sobbing as I'm sure is 
does for many. My heart feels lighter just 
thinking of this film; maybe a 
Christmassy review was a great idea after 
all—good thinking Bjarnason! 


uld have size 


-Keyna Laurence 


Point of Fact: When It's a Wonderful 
Life was released in 1946, it received 
mediocre box-office returns but was nomi- 
nated for five Academy Awards, including 
Best Picture, Best Actor (Jimmy Stewart) 
and Best Director (Frank Capra). The story 
is based on "The Greatest Gift," an origi- 
nal short story first written on a 
Christmas card by Philip Van Doren Stern. 
The screenplay was written by Frances 
Goodrich, Albert Hackett, and Capra him- 
self (Dorothy Parker was one of the 
uncredited writers). Jimmy Stewart regards 
it as the favorite of all his films. 
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Christmas Isn't 
Just About The 
"Wants." It's Also 
About The 
“Needs.” 


S we enter the Festive season 

there are many issues that need 

immediate attention. One of the 

most important is the need for 
donations. This is the time when every: 
thing is in the greatest demand, be it 
material goods or that of one’s time and 
effort. 


At the Bissell Centre there is a multitude 
of new items that are required. simply to 
make the lives of those we serve a little 
more comfortable. However, there are a 
few highly sought after articles that tend: 
to be overlooked when donations are gra- 
Ciously given. These new effects includes 


shampoo, combs) 

— men's winter wear 

— work gloves and work boots 

— baby toys, soothers and bottles 

— bus tickets 

— general household goods (especially 
can openers) 

—— and_last, but not least, all types and 
sizes of undergarments 


These are all basic needs, but they can be 
very expensive, and as a result, many peo- 
ple simply go without, It. is imperative 
that those in need receive these things, if 
only for the soul purpose of raising their 
self-esteem, because, as we all know, it 
feels great to get a brand new pair of 
knickers, 


Tiger Lily Insulation Ltd. 


WALTER DOBERSTEIN 


Phone (780) 469-5029 
Fax (780) 466-3091 


6114 Davies Road 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T6E 4M9 
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We are hoping to see other troupes take an 
interest in producing their own versions in 
future years. And we are interested in 
exploring film and television possibilities, as 
well. 

I first came up with the idea in the mid 
80's and wanted to showcase the who's who 
of Edmonton's music scene. If it had been 


§ done back then it would have been a very 


different production. It wasn't until the mid 


# 90's that I approached Tom Roschkov about 


Me the idea and he was the first to get involved. 


A Christmas 
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e have grown up on the 
Christmas carol on the TV. 
Watching Ebenezer Scrooge get 
the true meaning of 
Christmas. If it seems tame, well I have a 
solution for you. How about heading down 
to the Roxy for a live music version of the 
Christmas carol that features some of the 
cities most interesting talent. Like all tradi- 
tions this one has lasted. As show producer 
and local musician with the group SMAC 
John Armstrong explains 
"It has been going on for nine years 
moving from the Catalyst to the Citadel's 
MacLab to the Roxy, which we now call 
home." 
Like eggnog they have found a recipe 
which goes down smooth, then kicks in later 
As John explains the magic formula and 
the changes this show has made over the 
years 
"The musical cast has remained the 


ae 


R.J. (BOB) 
FRITCH 


same since the project began, we did have 
Richard Winnick narrating for the first two 
years before Kenneth Brown joined the 
troupe. 

Most of the songs were written for the 
very first show. But, we have added about 4 
new songs, 3 of them within the past two 
years. There are now 22 songs performed 
with narration intermixed throughout, 
making for a 1.5 hour show." Just in time 
for the festive season the cast has a special 
gift for the audience. 

"We are very excited to be releasing our 
first recording of the show. It was recorded 
live last year and we have just finished mix- 
ing it. We are mastering on Thursday night 
and plan to have copies available at this 
year's shows (Dec. 14th - 19th).' 

Like the spirit of the season, the idea of 
this show like giving is passed on from one 
troupe to the next. "The show is also being 
mounted by a theatre troupe in Carlyle, SK. 


OFFICE (780) 434-8555 
FAX (780) 438-1390 
www.ohanionpaving.com 
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PAVING LTD. 


5531 Gateway Blvd. (103 Street) 


Edmonton, Alberta TGH 2H3 


Dale Ladouceur joined shortly after and we 
recruited the present cast for the first show 
in 1996. I chose this story because it has so 
many strong character parts and it is simply 
a great tale. I think everyone involved has a 
respect for not only Dickens’ writing abili- 
ties, but also his social conscience. The mes- 
sage of the Christmas Carol is universal 

and it embodies the essence of what the 
season should really be about." 

So gather your kids and friends and 
come see the Christmas carol. Hopefully it 
will be a tradition that transforms you from 
a stingy old penny pincher to the spirit of 
this festive season 


- Philip Jagger 


Christmas Carol runs 
December 14th - 19th, 2004 


Evening shows at 8 pm 
Saturday matinee at 2 pm 
Theatre Network ~ live at the Roxy 
10708 - 124 Street, Edmonton AB 
780) 453-2440 


www.attheRoxy.com 
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hen you hear of an urban 

music event you think of thugs 

with their gold chains and rap- 

ping about the size of there 
guns. On December 16, your perceptions of 
urban culture will change because at Hip 
Hop for Hunger the performers will be talk- 
ing about the amount of food they are 
bringing in and how to deal with poverty. 
This is the third time hip hop for hunger 
has hit Edmonton streets and hopefully they 
will raise 1,200 Ibs in food donations. Each 
group performing will be donating a mini- 
mum of 20 non-perishable food items; last 
year Hip-Hop For Hunger raised 950lbs of 
food for Edmonton's Food Bank. Bringing it 
back to it's original location, the 3rd Annual 
Hip-Hop For Hunger will be held at The 
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Starlite Room (10030-102 Street). 

This event will be hosted by Olivia 
Cheng and Young Mav - With Hip-Hop For 
Hunger's original female co-host, Ms. Trish, 
months into her pregnancy, Olivia Cheng 
was asked to fill her shoes... a job which 
Olivia is more than certain she can do. 
Olivia Cheng is best known for her work 
with Global news and the Edmonton 
Journal's ED Magazine. Her work with ED 
Magazine has helped highlight issues affect- 
ing visible minorities and exposes the often- 
overlooked talent of Edmonton's urban 
music scene. 

Although only in his mid-20's, Young 
Mav, aka Arlo Maverick, has clearly estab- 
lished himself as one of Edmonton's key 
urban music ambassadors in this new mil- 
lennium. In addition to his 5 years at CJSR 
FM88, Young Mav has been involved in 
areas of journalism, consulting up and 
coming artists, and hosting and organizing 
numerous hip-hop events. 

In his role of urban music programmer 


introduced not only hot jams but also 
important issues that affect the community. 
Rather than merely talking the talk, Young 
Mav has also been walking the walk. In 
2003 Young May participated as a panelist 
at the Feets Festival's Youth Speak Forum 
and just this past year, Young Mav spoke at 
Boyle Street High-School for an Addictions 
Awareness Week Youth Conference. 

There will also be performances by: Tuff 
House, Politic Live, Bonafide (Winnipeg, 
MB), Peep Game, Phreshly Squeezed who | 
saw perform at the Provincial Museum who 
blew away the crowd with their combina- 
tion of Spiderman meets b-crew dances 
moves, and Dragon Fli Empire (Calgary 
AB). And Music by: J-Soul (Hip-Hop / R&B 
Dancehall Reggae). 
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again hold the 8MC Classic, which will 
award a trophy to its winner. No MC's have 
been chosen as of yet for the battle but MC 
less that ness man Aka Phil the cowboy poet 
might show up. 


- Philip Jagger 


Dec 16 9:00 
Starlite Room 
The Starlite Room (10030-102 Street). 


Doors open: @ 9:00PM; 
Show Starts @ 10:00PM. 

As extra incentive, HHFH will be holding a 
draw for a DVD Player for the first 100 
patrons in attendance. 

Cover: $10 without a non-perishable food 
item. $8 with a non-perishable food item. 


In fact bring as much food as you can carry 
as providing people with a healthy diet 
food for there stomachs, and food for there 
minds is what this 
event is all about. 


Your donation to the Sign of Hope helps: 


» individuals struggling with addictions 


>» street youth 


» elders experiencing abuse 
» people living with HIV/AIDS 


Call 780 439 HOPE 


Joy 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL. Vill. 
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And the child not caring 
to whom he climbs 

his prayer 

Shall drown in a grief as 
deep as his made grave, 
And mark the dark eyed 
wave, through the 

eyes of sleep, 

Dragging 

him up 

the stairs 

to one who 

lies dead. 
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Santa's 


Anongmods 


or the last twelve years, The Backstretch 

Lounge at Rosebow! Pizza has hosted 

one of the most exciting and talent 

filled fund raisers for Santa's 
Anonymous. So last December when family 
commitments and lack of time forced 
Edmonton iconic musician, Mike McDonald, 
to announce this would be his last year pro- 
ducing the event, it looked like the fund rais- 
er may be sentenced to limbo. 

Now personally for me, this would be a 
tragedy of culturally significant proportions. 
Even if the only prize offered was a dirty shirt 
and the entertainment was some guy hold- 
ing out a hat begging for change, not to 
have a Santa's Anonymous fund raiser at the 
Rosebow! would leave a large hole in my hol- 
iday plans. 

The charity event has also been highly 
successful too. The Rosebowl and it's patrons 
have raised over one thousand dollars and a 
huge crop of toys for Santa's Anonymous for 
over the last five years. Impressive for a one 
night event at a local pub. For such an event 
to simply disappear, well, to quote the reli- 
gious right and anti-smoking lobby rallying 
cry, "Think of the children!" 

Charging into limbo to rescue one of my 
favourite Christmas traditions is Gail 
Trelaven of the local band "The 


Swampflowers' and bartender Crystal Plonte. 
A pair of Holiday Angels working to ensure a 
Christmas morning smile on the faces of 
under privileged children. 

"We (at the Rosebowl) suddenly realized 
there was no one organizing the fund raiser," 
said Crystal, "So Gail stepped up to grab 
some musicians and I offered to help her 
with planning it." 

"Well I knew somebody had to do some- 
thing," reported Gail " and I thought well, | 
can do that (organize the event)." And long 
time fans of the event needn't worry about 
any radical departures from tradition either. 
"It will be the same as always so no one 
needs to worry. We got all the usual suspects 
back this year." 

The line up is, as every year, impressive. 
Besides her act, The Swampflowers, Gail has 
booked perennials like Tippy Agogo, Chris 
Smith, Dustin Cole and Juno award winner 
Bill Bourne. Other musicians scheduled to 
perform are the Raygun Cowboys, The John 
Henry Band and Mary Thomas. Mike 
McDonald is playing as well. He may not 
have the time to organize things but he will 
still put his "a-- in the grass" with everyone 
else to support his "child of charity". 

As with every year, raffle tickets will be 
sold and prizes given away all night to raise 
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money for Santa's Anonymous and individu- 
als can still drop off unwrapped toys at the 
Rosebow! or its’ lounge. Local businesses and 
organizations are still welcome and asked to 
supply raffle ticket prizes and this year, for 
the first time, food bank donations will also 
be taken. 

As Gail said "Well, people gotta eat too." 

The festivities begin at 8 pm., December 
12th, at the Rosebowl (10111 117st) and the 
cover is only $3 for an incredible array of 
local talent. All door money is donated to S. 
A. so don't be afraid to dig a little deeper. 
Raffle tickets are 3 for $5 and prizes range 
from CDs to T-shirts to gift certificates. Big 
prizes in the past have included theatre and 
hockey game tickets. 

It promises to be yet another night of 
good hearted charity and cheer so I urge any 
one able to attend. After all, it is a tradition. 


- Dave Dutton-Fraser 


Christmas 
Traditions of 
sharing ano 

Caring 


tried to do more to help others at 
Christmas time but when | met Sandy 
Spak, I became more involved with 
Christmas traditions. Working at Saint 
Michael's long term care, Sandy would take 
a patient who didn't have family close, out 
to the mall and buy them lunch. She would 


also buy a gift for them and helped them i 


-_ 

Ne both would purchase gifts for the 
Santa's anonymous program. | also try and 
make a donation to the cross cancer insti 
tute. They were there when | needed them. 
When our friends who don't have much to 
eat, need to go to the Food Bank we go with 
them. Sandy makes up food hampers to 
help them through the Christmas season 
and we get together once or twice through- 
out the season. We celebrate Ukrainian 
Christmas at the same time - December 25, 
as we both are busy with other projects. 

Sandy makes the traditional Ukrainian 
foods, that makes it very special for both of 
us. 

Christmas can invoke many different 
feelings. It can be a very joyous season, 
however there are those who are very lonely 
and down at this time. 

I'm very grateful to the Bissell Centre as 
they are always assisting others. I often 
think about the CHED Christmas story 
which was written by Jerry Forbes about the 
delivery of toys and other items to a family 
who didn't have much and when the gentle- 
man delivered the hamper to the door, a lit- 
tle child asked her mother if was that Jesus 

That is a very inspirational story and 
sometimes in the Christmas season, CHED 
still plays it. I also think of the song: "He 
ain't heavy, he's my brother.” 

- Marie Joki 


CHRISTMAS 
EVENTS 


ecember is a busy month for Christmas con- 
certs and plays. Here is a list of some of the 
smaller and less publicized upcoming events 
that are happening around the city. 


- Bruce Mitchell 


DECEMBER 4TH AND 5TH 

Concordia College is having a Christmas concert 
== Mustard Seed Church at 106 Ave, and.96 Street ts 
having a Christmas dinner (5th. only) 


DECEMBER 7TH 

Victoria Composite School located at 10210-4108 
Ave, celebrates the season with Soundscapes a 
Celebration of Music at 7:00 PM 


DECEMBER 9TH 

- Students from Grade | to 12 celebrate the joyous 
sounds of the season in Winterlude at the Eva 0. 
Howard. Theatre at 7:00. Admission; $5.00. for adults 
and $3.00 for youths and seniors 


DECEMBER 11TH 

— Edmonton Aboriginal Children's Chorus is perform- 
ing children's songs. and cultural songs at the Sacred 
Heart: church. Admission $5.00 

— Kokapella is featuring Keri Zwicker and her harp 
ensemble performing Holiday. Traditions for Edmonton 
Audiences. In addition, in concert the world commis- 
sioned works of Robin John King and Vancouver com- 
poser Graeme Wearmouth. Concert starts at 2:00 and 
goes until 8:00. Tickets available at Tickets onthe .. 


and children aged 6 to 12 $8.00. - 
Boyle Street Community League is holding a 
Christmas party at 7:00 PM. Admission - free 


DECEMBER 12TH 

—— The Millcreek Collery will be -performing at 3:00 
PH at McDougal Church located at 10025-- 101 
Street, Phone number for inquiries, 428-1818 


DECEMBER I3TH 
— Section. Leader's Concert at McDougal Church at 
130.PH 


DECEMBER 16TH 

— Winter Solstice and an integrated arts: festival will 
be put on by the elementary students at Victoria 
School starting at 7:00 PM. $5.00 for adults, $3.00 for 
youth and seniors 


DECEMBER {8TH 
— Ariose Women’s Chorus at McDougal Church at 
8:00 PM 


DECEMBER 24TH 
— Candlelight Service at 7:00 PM at the Mustard 
Seed Church 


DECEMBER 31ST 
—= New Year's Eve Party at the Mustard Seed Church 


Ken Nicholl 
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Ti be Hore 


oka 


e stood in the commuter crowd 

waiting for the bus, steel-toed 

boots and hard-hat dangling from 

his backpack. He tried to ignore 
the grumpiness coming from some o! his 
over-tired fellow travelers and allowed him- 
self a private little smile. He just couldn't 
help feeling pretty good-pretty lucky-after a 
summer of bouncing around, crashing 
wherever he could-missing out on a lot of 
work just because of sleep lost to overnight 
coffee sessions with other guys who were up 
the same creek he was-sleeping on park 
benches, or catching a few winks in a bus 
shelter before some guy in a uniform told 
him it was time to move on-or locked out by 
a supposed room-mate out on a drug or 
alcohol binge. 
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Ristmas! 


Yeah, he was feeling pretty lucky all 
right, ever since she'd walked up to him in 
the line-up at the casual labour office and 
said, "I don't want you to miss your spot-but 
I really need to talk to you for a few minutes 

if you think there's still some way we can 
talk ..." He'd heard her voice trail off to a 
whisper, caught the look in her eyes. He 
really hoped that with all he thought he 
saw there-fear of rejection, sadness, loneli- 
ness and just plain old human desperation- 
there was hope too, hope for the both of 
them, and for the young guy he'd walked 
out on - all just because as the supposed 
breadwinner he couldn't get over being out 
of work and mad at the world for not work- 
ing the way he expected it to. He'd shrugged 
out of his backpack and asked, "would you 


mind watching my stuff for me, and I'll be 
right back, just gotta do something here. 
She'd watched as he squared his shoulders, 
pushed his way through the big double 
doors, passed the line-up and spoke to 
someone behind the counter. Then he'd 
walked back toward her-looking taller and 
handsomer than she'd ever remembered 
him-even when she looked at their wedding 
pictures. In that husky voice she had no 
defenses against, he said, "I took the day 
off-and I think I'd better buy you a coffee, if 
you've got the time ..." 

Sure, they'd split time and time again- 
more times than he could remember, and it 
had always been him walking out just when 
they were on the verge of making it-always 
with the excuse that he couldn't stand the 


HE RHUBARB 


pressure of wanting more for her and the 
kids than he could afford to give. And he'd 
always come back and she'd put up with his 
issues because she couldn't financially 
afford to be without him. This time it was 
different. She'd made it back onto her feet 
her own way, with a class and style nobody 
else he'd ever known to possess, and came 
looking for him because she just wanted 
him there. That's why he was feeling lucky, 
not just because he had a half-dozen pay- 
checks coming before Christmas, not just 
because he had a door he could safely lock 
his stuff behind, not just because he had a 
roof over his head, three meals a day and a 
bed with somebody warm in it ... sure, those 
were all parts and pieces of it, but the real 
thing was-it was HOME. 

They stood in the front yard of the house 
they were leaving behind looking at each 
other across the physical evidences of their 
histories-apart and together-boxed, bagged 
and stacked on the frozen lawn, trying as 
hard as they could to express their love for 
each other and deal with the frustrations ol 
sorting through stuff, deciding what they 
could put on the rented truck and what they 
had to part with. 

"Do we need to drag the old Christmas 
tree along?" she asked, “it's starting to look a 
little the worse for wear, but we won't have 
much to spend on Christmas, after moving 
costs ... even if we're lucky enough to find a 
place we can afford." 

He looked away, as if gazing down the 
highway toward their journey's end. He 
answered with careful deliberation in that 
special voice he sometimes managed to find 
ust when she really needed to hear it. He 
looked back at her with that goofy class 


room-clown grin of his that always melted 


~~ her heart. She smiled back in misty-eyed 


agreement. 

"We'll find a way to spring for a new one 
when we get there... wherever it is. Can't 
think of a better way to be home for 
Christmas. 


-Jake Freeman 


Author's note: This story is based on 
true-life experiences-and there are plenty of 
people out there whose own Christmas story 
has some of the same elements. 
Unfortunately there are many whose stories 
have little hope of happy endings-especially 
among the countless couch surfers, casual 
liaisons and those people locked into love- 
less, abusive relationships for no other rea- 
son than to shelter themselves and their 
children. These people know, perhaps more 
graphically than others, that there is more 
to being home for Christmas--or home at 
any time-than simply having physical shel- 
ter. Many of these people get short shrift at 
the shelters and soup kitchens because-of 
real abuses-of supplies, of services rendered, 
of their own physical safety at the hands of 
others. Most of these will never again make 
it "Home for Christmas." 
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Home! Yes! she would se¢ 
Trafalgar Square, again; 
and Nelson on his plinth; 
and Chelsea Bridge as it 
dissolved into the Thames 
at twilight and St. 
Paul's, the single Amazon 
breast of her beloved 
native city. 
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I've tried the new 

moon tilted in the air 
Above a hazy tree-and- 
farmhouse cluster 

As you might try a jewel in 
your hair. 


- ROBERT FROST 
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HAZY 
HOLIDAYS 


My personal context 


y birth family presented a mish- 

mash of spiritual activity- 

including Freemasonry and 

homemade _ versions of 
Satanism which even orthodox Satanists 
refuse to acknowledge. Various ‘Christian’ 
cults; New Age practices; watered-down, in- 
name-only Roman Catholicism; North 
American Aboriginal _ spirituality; 
Shamanism. Somehow, Aztec, Maya, Inca 
and Toltec religions with activity of their 
associated death spirits are pertinent fac- 
tors. 


Poachers' Paradise 


We lived in what was locally known as 
"Poachers’ Paradise." Our family, along with 
'Métis' heritage, presented a mixed picture 
of the "Hatfield's and McCoy's", "Ma and Pa 
Kettle", and the "Beverly Hillbillies" ... all 
wrapped in one seething mass. Certain rela- 
tives were Moonshiners; others were Game 
Wardens. 

Mealtimes often erupted with cursing. 
Bowie knives flashed; firearms brandished; 


death threats uttered. Fists flew. Clubs 
ouaey whips often lashed out. Empty, 
screamed out threats of divorce and aban- 
donment were common ... as were 
adultery and shacking up. Almost every 
spoken word carried undertow of sexual 
innuendo. 

Certain relatives went to Mass ... sporad- 
ically. Afterwards, they often headed to the 
bar afterwards, returning home in a drunk- 
en stupor to beat spouses and children 
alike. My ‘protestant’ relatives were no dif- 
ferent. 

Devout neighbours refused to have any- 
thing to do with me because our family 
traits were widely known. These simply 
added to trauma from my residential-school 
years. 


Wrote me off as dead 


incest 


My own parents wrote me off as dead years 
ago. My latest Stepfather chased me from 
the family farm at least three times amid 
threats of shooting me with his Winchester 
Model 94 30-30 calibre hunting rifle. While 
I yearned to hear "I love you," or receive let- 
ters from my parents, but ...mostly a cone 
of dead silence reigned. They seemingly 
would sooner see me a dead drunk. 
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A new start! 


On August 1976, I determined to jump from 
the High Level Bridge to end my life of lone- 
liness and pain of heart. But that day, Risen 
Lord Jesus Christ halted me in midstride 

.barely one hundred yards from the bridge 
deck. 


New intense emotions 


Where | once had no emotions other than a 
dead aching mass of inner emptiness, after 
asking Lord Jesus to become actively 
involved in my life, suddenly I found myself 
needing to learn how to handle new, 
intense, emotions 


Best of times; 
worst of times 


At six months in the Lord, my heart thrilled 
as | watched my first Christmas Cantata. It 
presented the Gospel of Christ, beginning 
from before the foundations of the world ... 
through Creation...through ‘Easter’, and 
through Eternity Future. 

Pastor invited me to his home for a din- 
ner. I stood rooted on the spot at the sight of 
a huge evergreen placed in the centre of the 
living room. A quiver of fear and anger rip- 
pled up and down my back. 

There was no 'Christmas Tree’ in the 
entire cantata, nor in the church auditori- 
um, nor in any scripture declaring the Good 
News of Christ Jesus. No one could answer 
my urgently pointed questions about what 
place this idol had with the Christmas story 


Christ. 


or the gospel of 


Seasonal bouts of rage 


For almost twenty-five years, rage and bit- 
terness erupted every Christmas, ‘Easter’, 
and at Halloween, I all but destroyed my 
[second] marriage with my reactions to any 
sized tree-whether natural or artificial. 

Too often, relatives made dire predic- 
tions about me, using isolated verses of 
Scripture ripped out of their rightful bedding 
in the written Holy Bible. Religious clichés 
were used on me as pat answers to my very 
difficult questions. Those who spoke against 
me, found that their predictions consistently 
coming down upon their own heads. 

I raged against anything | saw to be 
hypocrisy. 
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No knowledgeable 
Godly man as 
willing mentor 


t was a struggle for me to express my 
needs. No godly man was willing to be a 
living example of righteous daily living in 
Christ, in the consistent committed rela- 
tional two-way mentoring and friendship 
that I see in Holy Scripture. 

Truth encounters with the written 
Word 

Despite the seasonal bouts with rage in 
my heart triggered at the sight of 
Christmas Trees, I was growing in my spir- 
it exponentially increasing in knowledge 
of the Scriptures, week by week. The Lord 
began to with walk me through an 
intense, healing process based upon Truth 
encounters with the written Word, as 
highlighted to me by Holy Spirit, Lord 
God enabling me. 

The Lord is progressively enabling me 
to establish myself in His Righteousness as 
I learn to obey Him in small issues first. I 
am becoming able to follow His directives 
as He proves that He is worthy of my 
trust. 

I am learning to regard any unexpect- 
ed event, in my life as a pop quiz from the 
Lord. My first unguarded reaction is often 
an accurate thermometer that reveals the 
state of my heart. | am learning to more 


consistently, more quickly bring 
adventures to the Lord God for eee 


ness, cleansing and hex 


New levels of peace 
and settledness 


I am now more able to walk into unexpect- 
edly, even among replicas of spirit entities 
that once held complete sway in my life 
[Halloween costumes]-in the open public, 
experiencing increasing levels of peace, and 
settledness of heart provided by Holy Spirit 
of Lord Jesus Christ. I have been free from 
major flashbacks for about three years. 

In 2002, the Lord verbally directed me to 
ask forgiveness from a local Shopping-cen- 
tre Santa Claus; to speak peace unto him 
and to obtain a photograph of us embrac- 
ing. We both wept tears of joy over the 
changes in my attitudes. 

New levels of peace and settledness are 
becoming the main parts of my ‘holiday cel- 
ebrations'. Thank you for pondering my 
adventures. 

-James M. Smithers 
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Community 
Policing 


he holiday season - the entire win- 


hardship and difficulty for many 

Edmontonians. But when the weath- 
er turns cold, people in need can count on a 
little extra help from Edmonton Police 
Service members willing to go above and 
beyond the call of duty to lend a hand. 

When a police officer responds to a call, 
they're usually going to meet someone hav- 
ing a difficult time. While it's the officer's 
professional responsibility to deal with any 
criminal acts or public safety issues, they're 
also expected do what they can to make 
sure that person is referred to the proper 
social service agency to help them deal with 
the situation. Inevitably though, the time 
comes when the officer needs to answer the 
next call on the screen. Often, they leave 
the scene wishing there was something else 
they could do. 

Police officers are members of the com- 
munity, and they are concerned about the 
welfare of others. That's why they got into 
the policing business in the first place. They 
want to do more than the minimum to help 
people get through the rough times and get 
back on their feet. That's why so many offi- 
cers and EPS civilian staff look for ways to 
get directly involved with those who need 
help most, especially during the long 
Edmonton winter. 

Community policing is more thar 


patrolling abeat.” says Chief Fred Rayner. 
"It's really about finding a balance between 
our ability to deal with crime and helping 
people in the community deal with the 
issues that are most important to them. 

This kind of commitment to the com- 
munity can only help build relationships 
between police and the public, and we're 
pleased that we have so many people in our 
organization who readily step up when it 


4 ; 
counts. 

For many years, the EPS has been 

involved in a variety of projects designed to 


help people get through the winter months. 
For the past decade, the Service has spon- 


sored the Warmth Tree, where EPS members 
decorate a large Christmas tree in police 
headquarters with mittens, hats and other 


winter wear. Each year, the organizing com- 
mittee chooses a different school or commu- 


a 
nity group in Edmonton to use the collec- 
tion as it sees fit. 
In the fall of last year, EPS volunteers 


crammed the Mobile Action Centre truck - 


4 “Hean 
normally used as a command centre for 
police operations - full of clothing and 
household necessities donated by EPS 
employees and members of the public. The 


highly-successful drive to serve up a “big 
MAC, loaded" helped stock and outfit the 


ter, for that matter - can be a time of 


new WINGS (Women in Need Growing 
Stronger) shelter for its November grand 
opening. 

This year, the Service is also participat- 
ing in the Mustard Seed Church Christmas 
Gift Wish List program, where community 
businesses and concerned individuals are 
being asked bring a few of life's little luxu- 
ries into the homes of people who can't 
afford to splurge a bit during the holidays. 

The EPS organizers cashed in their accumu- 

lated Canadian Tire money for sets of warm 

socks that will double as Christmas stock- 

ings and hope to provide more than 60 POLICEMAN ¢ehee - 
wishes come true for people served by the 
church. 

Sometimes, it gets personal. Earlier this 
fall, some EPS members stepped forward 
when they heard the story of a city woman 
abandoned by her husband. When he left, 
he took many of their belongings with him. 
Unable to work due to health problems, 
with two children to take care of, no money, 
and facing a tough Edmonton winter, she 
was in a very difficult spot. Several officers 
and civilian staff members "adopted" the 
family and made sure that everyone was 
outfitted with the clothes necessary to tackle  Pouice Morro 
the cold. They've also vowed to make sure 
this family's Christmas in Edmonton is a 
happy one, despite the hardships they're 
facing. 

Whether its an inspector dropping of 
bags of donations at the Mustard Seed, a 
sergeant and his crew wrapping and bring- 
ing extra presents from the Edmonton Police 
Association's Christmas party to families on 
Christmas Eve, or a constable knocking on 
doors to deliver Christmas turkeys in the 


Rain is the best 
policeman. 


nner cl nere 
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lives to make a difference to others: 
-Lloyd Dick - EPS Public Affairs 


(Photo caption: Cst. Harold Mahler helps 
hand out Christmas turkeys 


RCMP Bulletin 


eep alert for people with cell phones 

in hand standing near you in the 

checkout line at retail stores, restau- 

rants, grocery stores, etc. With the 
new camera cell phones, they can take a 
picture of your credit card, which gives them 
your name, number, and expiration date. 
Identification theft is one of the fastest 
growing crimes today, and this is just anoth- 
er example of the means that are being 
used. So, be aware of your surroundings 
Please forward to all your friends and fami- 
ly, acquaintances too. 
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SCUTTLEBUTT — 


My First 
Christmas 


Excerpted from the Diaries of Broken Sparrow, 


CHRISTMAS as told to Brother James M. Smithers 


‘Twas Christmas 


broach'd the mightiest ale; 
‘Twas Christmas told the 


merriest tale; 


A Christmas gambo! oft 


could cheer 


The poor man's heart 
through half the year. 
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"Celebrate Holidays!" 

"What traditions do you have at 
Christmas?" 

"What does Christmas, Passover 
(Easter), or Halloween mean to you? 

Such questions trigger memories of my 
first Christmas season as a follower of Lord 
Jesus Christ, as I stood less than a hundred 
yards from jumping from the High Level 
Bridge when Lord Jesus Christ confronted 
me, audibly, for the third time in an eight 
hour period that day, "You have resolved 
jump. You have never asked Me to take any 
parting your adult life. If you jump, you 
will have no further opportunity. Besides, if 
I cannot make something beautiful of your 
life, you can always use the Bridge later. 
You have nothing to lose." 

A certain teenage acquaintance, a wait- 
ress in a small cafe whom | had known 
casually for about two months, was present 
at the time. I trusted her-enough to allow 
her to lead me through prayer of invitation 
unto Christ Jesus. 1 reworded that invitation 
in my own words. Like a chick hatched 
fresh from the shell follows the first sign of 
life it sees ... I trusted her. I simply followed 
her and her auntie to the church they 
attended. We had no discussion about 
attendance. 

I] somehow hoped that at last I had a 
family ... but meaningful relational con- 
tact with auntie and other members of the 
congregation, tended to be restricted to 
Sunday services or when special speakers 
came to the city. I received not a single 
incoming friendly telephone call during 
any given week. This tied me directly into 
my unresolved struggle with ongoing per- 
ceptions of abandonment and alienation 
that arose from my residential school days. 
Cones of silence, similar to those delivered 
by my family of origin, triggered memories 
of past abandonment. 

At five months old in the Lord, I attend- 
ed my first ‘cantata’ [a musical presenta- 
tion of the Christmas story], arranged and 
conducted by the associate pastor. The 
story line began in eternity past, with Lord 
Jesus Christ as He, Father God, and Holy 
Spirit creating heaven and earth and all 
these creations contain ...and told of Lord 
Jesus Christ keeping all creation function- 
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ing through the Word of His Power, and by 
the Power of His Word. It showed Adam 
and Eve choosing to turn their backs upon 
the Lord of Hosts, placing their source of 
knowledge of good and evil into the hands 
of Lucifer. 

The wonderful music showed how 
Everlasting Father’ promised that in the 
fullness of time, He would provide the Way 
to reinstate that source of knowledge back 
to the One Who created them in the begin- 
ning, according to the Scriptures. I deeply 
experienced Abram's to Mount Moriah to 
sacrifice his only son. This same mountain 
is later called Mount Calvary, or Golgotha 
... where Lord Jesus laid down His life to 
pay for my propensity to sin ... to enable 
me to reinstate Him as my source of life. 

My heart shook with Jehovah's destruc- 
tion of Sodom and Gomorrah...| thrilled as 
I heard Lord God call unto Moses from the 
burning bush. I trembled with the power 
that the Egyptian medicine men displayed 
in copying several miracles ...but the same 
astrologers were unable to perform other 
feats, declaring unto Pharaoh, "This is the 
finger of Almighty God." My heart raced as 


1 saw the first Passover ...as T saw the ~ 


Jewish people cross dry desert areas as 
Jehovah God led them by a pillar of cloud 
by day; a column of fire by night. 

I gasped as | watched the priests step 
into Jordan River, at flood stage, to enter a 
land-Canaan that had been cursed by the 
Lord God ...now land of promise. The can- 
tata carried me through to Eternity Future. 
This was the first time I heard the whole 
record in sequence, in one sitting. My 
heart thrilled with that presentation. 


Best of times; 
worst of times 


That year, each of these holiday seasons 
became the best of times. They became the 
worst of times. After the program, the pas- 
tor invited me over to his home for a din- 
ner. I stood rooted on the spot at the sight 
of a huge evergreen placed in the most 
prominent place in the front room. A 
quiver of fear and anger rippled up and 
down my back. 
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Seasonal bouts 
of rage 


There were no ‘Christmas Trees' in the 
entire cantata, nor in any scripture declar 
ing the Good News. No one was ready to 
answer my urgent reaction and my pointed 
questions about what place this idol had 
with the Christmas story. Exponentially 
increasing rage and bitterness in the three 
seasons lasted for almost twenty-five years. 
I all but destroyed my second marriage 
with my reactions to any sized tree-whether 
natural or artificial. 


Early years of 
Satanic Ritual Abuse 


In 1995, I discovered that the volcano of 
anger and rage that | spewed upon all 
those innocently around me, came from 
new awareness of early childhood abuse 
which occurred during Satanic in 
[Freemason] ceremonies in churches during 
these seasons. Residential school just added 
to a whole Pandora's Box of other trauma 
experienced in my birth family. 


Tangled roots of 
bitterness of m 
heart revealed fe 
cleansing, 
forgiveness, new 
attitudes 


Before Christ Jesus challenged me at the 
Bridge, my only emotion was a dull empty 
ache of loneliness. I knew no one. | had 
received a much hated divorce petition and 
a court ordered restraining order, and I was 
forced from my home two months before. 
Suddenly the smouldering anger and frus- 
tration that I managed to keep bottled for a 
lifetime- burst into volcano activity. I had 
no ability to rein it in. I began, as an adult, 
to learn things like saying "Please" and 
"Thank you"...and to be able to count my 
money at the bank instead of racing 
through my transactions and running out 
the door when I sensed 'crowds' of people in 
line behind me. I was learning at times, 
small step by ever so small step. 


Steady growth in 
my spirit 


Despite the seasonal bouts with rage in my 
heart triggered at the sight of ‘Christmas 
Trees", I was growing in my spirit exponen- 
tially increasing in knowledge of the 
Scriptures, week by week. I raged against 
anything I saw to be hypocrisy. I recall 
many times, standing at the corner of 
Jasper Avenue and 110 Street, cursing jay- 
walkers for breaking civil laws. 

The Lord began to with walk me, per- 
sonally, through an intense, healing 
process based upon Truth encounters with 
the written Word, highlighted to me by 
Holy Spirit. 


No Godly man as 
knowledgeable 
willing mentor 


Part of my struggle came because I had no 
one to teach me the true ways of the Lord, 
no one willing to hear me out, and no 
godly man willing to be a living example 
of righteous living in Christ. I was unable 
to express my needs. | struggled with huge 
loads of feeling abandoned and alienated 
from white society and Native society alike. 


skills never taught or learned at home or in 
residential schoc 

The Lord has enabled me to establish 
myself in His Righteousness as I learned to 
obey Him in small issues first. Then as He 
proved Himself worthy of my trust, He chal- 
lenged me unto expressing unconditional 
forgiveness in very trying circumstances. 

I have been able to actually walk, with- 
out planning to be in the situation, among 
Halloween costume replicas of spirit entities 
that once held complete sway in my life-in 
wonderful peace and settledness. I no 
longer experience the intense rage at the 
sight of Christmas Trees. I have discovered 
that I now have been living free from the 
former flashbacks for about three years 
now. 

Two years ago the Lord directed me to 
speak peace and ask forgiveness from a 
shopping-centre Santa Clause, at whom I 
growled for years. That man simply wept 
over the changes of my attitude. New levels 
of peace and settledness overwhelmed me. 


- Broken Sparrow 


Kingsway Asset 
Maragerert LTD. 


Business Line: (780) 413-62: 
(780) 413-6269 


Ao ss 


—oO oO = 


CUTT 


TI 


3 W reah 4 


e 
Names: 


t was November. The board of directors 
for the interfaith centre were planning 
their annual open house. 


"Are you talking about the Christmas 
party?" someone piped up. He had come 
late to the meeting and was hanging his 
coat on the back of his chair. 

"We don't call it a Christmas party,’ 
answered the president. 

"But why not? Isn't this a Christian 
country?" 

"Well, no," said the treasurer, with a 
touch of sarcasm. A member of the city's 
Orthodox synagogue, he sometimes missed 
meetings because of religious holidays. 

The president interrupted, as if she 
sensed some unpleasantness brewing. "We 
call it a ‘Festive Open House’ because we 
want to include people of all faiths. Though 
the first European settlers considered them- 
selves Christian, First Nations people 
already lived here and practised their own 
spirituality. Christianity was more or less 
forced on them. These days, our country is 
both multi-cultural and multi-faith." 
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"So, is this all about affirmative action 
or political correctness or something?” asked 
the newcomer. 

A new voice spoke up. "I'd like to know 
where this conversation is leading. We have 
a lot of work to do tonight, and I think we 
should just get on with it. 

‘Amen," echoed several other voices 

I didn't mean to be sarcastic," said the 
treasurer. "I'm just tired of that kind of 
thinking." 

"What kind of thinking?” The newcomer 
still hadn't sat down. 

The president interrupted again. "My 
friends," she said. "I think we have forgotten 
something." She pointed to the golden rule 
poster on the wall. "Perhaps the most 
important tenet of our organization is 
allowing each other the respect we would 
like to be given. If we can't treat each other 
with understanding and compassion, what 
kind of example are we giving the rest of 
the community?" 

The newcomer finally sat down. The 
president smiled at him. "I know how it is,’ 
she said. "Things are changing all the time, 
and sometimes we feel that we could lose 


BUTT 


something we cherish. | have no problem 
with Christmas, since the Buddha believed 
criticizing other beliefs brings discredit on 
oneself and one's own religion. Still, our 
open house is for all faiths, and we should 
use language that is inclusive. 

She continued: "I would also ask for 
patience from those who are watching their 
clocks. We don't want anyone to go home 
feeling as if he or she has not been heard. 
Let's take a moment to think of all our 
December celebrations, both those of our 
own faiths and those of others?" 

For a moment there was silence; then 
the treasurer spoke up. "There's Hanukkah 
the Festival of Lights," he said, "which cele- 
brates religious freedom, the power of God 
and the faithfulness of Israel-among other 
things.’ 

A woman who had previously been 
silent said something in a voice so gentle 
she could scarcely be heard. "Diwali is also 
Festival of Lights, the most popular Hindu 
festival," she said. "It is five days, each with 
special thought or ideal, held this year 
November 10 to 14. Dhan Teras is when we 
pray to Goddess Lakshmi (the goddess of 
wealth) and open our new account books; 
Kali Chaudas is our Hallowe'en Day. Diwali 


is about the destruction of evil. Our new 


year (Nirvana Day) follows and finally Bhai 
Bij, when a brother goes to his sister's house 
to show his appreciation for her. | say to my 
brother, ‘Bring lots of gifts’." 

Everyone laughed. 

Another who had been silent spoke up. 
"The Holy Month of Ramadan started on 


October 15. It is a.time of fasting, but ends 


Even the newcomer was caught up in 
the enthusiasm. "Christianity has festivals 
of lights," he said. "Everyone knows about 
Christmas, but church-going Christians pay 
more attention to the season of Advent, 
which is a time of preparation. They make 
Advent wreaths and light special candles for 
peace and hope and love." 

He continued, "Advent starts on a 
Sunday, which in the old days was called 
Stir-up’ Sunday, because that's when our 
mothers made our Christmas puddings. Of 
course, everyone in the community is asked 
to stir up heart and mind to prepare for 
Jesus' birth. There's also St. Lucy's Day, in 
early December.’ 

"| didn't know all that," said the treasur- 
er. "But what about Ukrainians and Greeks? 
Don't they have a different calendar for 
Christmas and New Year's?" 

"Yes, The Eastern or Orthodox Churches 
celebrate on different dates. | can never 
keep track .. . And | think the Orthodox 
Churches put less emphasis on Christmas, 
more on Easter." 

"So even within one faith there are dif- 
ferences," said the president. "There is no 
one here today to speak of Aboriginal spiri- 
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tuality, but I believe Gwilatkw, "the Season 
Blanket," is the name for the first snow, and 
Luut'aa for the season when the river has 
frozen solid and the land sleeps." 

Many faiths celebrate the Winter 
Solstice," said another woman. "Shintu has 
Tohji-taisai, to celebrate the ending of the 
yin period of the sun, when it declines in 
strength, and the beginning of its growing 
power, or yang period. And Wicca has Yule . 


"But isn't Wicca pagan?" asked the new- 
comer. 

This time the treasurer responded more 
kindly. "As I understand it, Yule marks the 
New Year in the Anglo-Saxon and northern 
traditions of Wicca. As you might expect, it 
is a time to celebrate the end of the old and 
the birth of the new." 

"Aren't there also Zoroastrian celebra- 
tions in December, and others for Jain and 
Bahd'ai?" asked the president. The responses 
came thick and fast. 

"I'm not Bahd'ai, but I understand that 
December 12 is Masa'il. It means ‘questions,’ 
and December 31, Sharaf (‘honour’)." 

"Jains observe Maunajiyaras, a day of 
fasting, silence and meditation on the five 
holy beings, on December 12." 

"On Boxing Day, Zoroastrians have 
Zarathustra, to mark the death of its 
founder, and Ghambar Maidyarem, to cele- 
brate the creation of animals and to share 
food. It is from December 26 to January 1." 

"December 26 is also Kwanzaa, when 
many North Americans of West African 
descent recognize their African heritage. 


"But," said the newcomer, "that's to 


"Perhaps," said the president. "But the 
easy way is not always the good way. Oh, 
no, look at the time, and we still have no 
definite plans for our open house. 

"Nothing easier," said the treasurer. "We 
make a big calendar, mark all the celebra- 
tions on it and bring our own holiday foods 
and decorations. We've already chosen the 
date for the open house; we simply need 
someone to supply the paper and draw the 
calendar." 

"can do that," said the newcomer. 

"Thank you all," said the president, 
again smiling at him. "And who would like 
to adjourn the meeting?" 


-Allison Kydd 


(Editor's Note: Allison Kydd is the 
Coordinator of the Edmonton Interfaith 
Centre for Education and Action. She wishes 
to add that this is fictionalized account. The 
members of the Centre are not so quarrel- 
some as this.) 


Lurana Shelter is an emergency shelter for 


women who are victims of domestic abuse 
and their children. Lurana Shelter provides 
safe accommodation, food, child support 

and the vital services of 
medical, and mental health professionals. 


Phone 424-5875 
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PARABLE = 


EOL IS SE 


Sometimes, because of its 


immediacy, television 
produces a kind of 


electronic parable. Berlin, 
for instance, on the day 


the Wall was opened. 


Rostropovich was playing 
his cello by the Wall that 
no longer cast a shadow, 


and a million East 


Berliners were thronging 
to the West to shop with 
an allowance given them 
by West German banks! At 
that moment the whole 
world saw how material- 
sm had lost its awesome 


historic power and 


become a shopping list. 
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For truly | tell you, if you 
have faith the size of a 
mustard seed, you will 
say to this mountain, 
‘Move from here to there, 
and it will move; and 
nothing will be impossible 
for you. 


Biste: New TESTAMENT, 
MattHew 17:20. 
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Painting by Bruce Mitchell 


"It is a privilege to pray 
for people and to make a 
difference," says Pastor 
Hugh empathetically, 
"Especially when they 
come back and tell me 
that I have made a 
difference in their lives." 
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The Mustard 
eed Church 


t six-thirty, half an hour before 
the Mustard Seed opens, a line 
has already begun to materialize 
yutside of the church stretching 
along the street and around the corner. 
Inside, volunteers and staff are feverish- 
ly working to put the finishing touches on 
everything in preparation for the meal at 
seven. The Mustard Seed church is a popu- 
lar hangout on the nights they serve, which 
are usually Thursday, Friday and Saturday. 
They can dish out food to as many as 300 
to 600 people a night. For the staff and the 
volunteers, who give freely their time, keep- 
ing up with the demand can be draining, 
but for them it's all part of doing God's work 
for the community. 
The Mustard Seed church first opened its 
doors in 1909 as the German Immigrant 


Central Baptist church and moved it's con- 


gregation to the Boonie Doon area. For a 
short time afterwards the vacant church 
became home to " the Daniel Hopper 
Country and Western Bar’, that is until the 
Mustard Seed of Edmonton took ownership 
fifteen years ago and transformed it into a 
street church for the people in the Boyle 
street community. It is a Christian non- 
denominational organization, that doesn't 
have any members, only a congregation. It 
relies on its employees and volunteers to 
run the day to day operations. Services that 
include the Edmonton Food Bank, the 
Personal Assistance Center (PAC), which 
provides clothing and toiletries, and meals 
two nights a week in the summer and four 
night a week in the winter. 

Two Chaplains deal directly with the 
community at the church. The lead 
Chaplain is Pastor Hugh, a kind man with 
smiling eyes and a warm handshake. A for- 
mer banker, he first came to work at the 
seed in 1999. He originally took on an 
internship at the Mustard-Seed for reasons 
of his own personal growth. Then after 
working there for awhile he felt as though 
he had an awakening and had found his 
calling. It is the place he is supposed to be. 
The Mustard Seed offered him a full-time 


position and stayed at the small congrega- 
tion nestled in the community of 96th St. 

"It is a privilege to pray for people and 
to make a difference," says Pastor Hugh 
empathetically, "Especially when they come 
back and tell me that I have made a differ- 
ence in their lives." 

Before the doors open, Pastor Hugh 
preps the volunteers for what they can 
expect for the evening. Each person is asked 
to pray for an individual from the commu- 
nity for the following week. 

When the doors do open, and the first 
twenty people are let in, they shuffle their 
way through the door and make their way 
to the table where volunteers are doling out 
ladles of food. During evening meals, vol- 
unteers from churches around Edmonton 
come and help out by serving food at the 

. a ditterent church 
group volunteers.’ + 

An hour after the dinner starts and 
everyone has gone through the line, the 
Seed begins to quiet down. The evening 
entertainment kicks in (usually a movie or 
hockey game). Staff members help by filling 
emergency requests of clothing and toi- 
letries. The kitchen and tables are cleaned, 
and by quarter to nine, the Chaplain work- 
ing that night runs through a debriefing 
with the volunteers. This is done to touch 
base with them before the evening ends, 
and to see if the experience was what they 
had expected, the positives as well as the 
negatives of the experience. Then the vol- 
unteers are more or less free to go. Some 
leave right after the meal, but most stay 
until the end of the night. 

The remainder of the evening is spent 
either chatting with people hanging out at 
the church, or tidying up what is left of the 
cleaning. It's not until the end of the night, 
around eleven or eleven thirty, that all the 
chairs are stacked on the tables, the 
garbage is taken out and the doors of the 
church are closed for another night until 
tomorrow when they will do it all over 
again. Keep up the good work guys! 


-Bruce Mitchell 
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amadan is the ninth month of the 
holy calendar and is considered to 
be the holiest month of the year. It 
was the month when Prophet 
Mohammed received revelations of the 
Holy Koran in 610 A.D. It is not known by 
any Muslim what day it was revealed in 
the Holy Month of Ramadan, but the 
night it was revealed is called in the 
English translation "The Night of Power". 
It is believed to be worth one thousand 
months, and is considered to be the holiest 
day in the im (lunar) year. The 
rao NGE RON D590 aye bet con-very 
depending upon the moon's cycle as 
Muslims follow a Lunar calendar where 
each month ends in a full moon. (This 
year it started October 14 and ends 
approximately November 13). 

Ramadan is often associated with fast- 
ing. Muslims are forced to fast upon reach- 
ing puberty, and Muslims begin the 
mandatory fasting once the moon is spot- 
ted. Each fast is from dawn till dusk. By 
fasting Muslims learn self-restraint and 
that it is a time of worship. Before fasting 
is a meal called Sohoor, and a meal 
dubbed Aftar at dusk breaks the fast which 
is often broken with a date or a pinch of 
salt. 

The very old, and the very ill who can 
not fast pay by feeding another poverty 
stricken individual. Man must restrain 
himself from food, drink, smoking, and 
sensual pleasures. Another restriction is if 
an individual travels to a different place 
for less than ten days, he can not fast. The 
days he misses must be paid back before 
the next Ramadan. The length of the fast 
depends on what season it is. It can range 
from around nine to nine and a half 
hours, to twenty hours in the summer 
months. Ramadan is also a month where 
any Muslim, whether related or not can 
greet one another and even have gather- 
ings together. 

After the fasts are over, comes a special 
holiday called Eid-ul-Fitr. The name 
means "festival of breaking a fast" and 
marks the end of Ramadan. Traditionally, 
people take a bath and go to mosque and 
say prayers. Women are required to wear 
"hijab" or a veil covering their head, and 
are separated by some kind of barrier from 


the men who traditionally wear white 
symbolizing purity. As a thanksgiving, 
people are required to give food or money 
called alms to the poor, even if they did 
not complete the fasts. Those who can not 
afford it are exempted. As a celebration it 
is customary for women to cook sweets, 
and visiting of family members and 
friends is often done. As Ramadan is a 


time to get over past grievances, some go 
to the cemeteries where their ancestors 
were and say prayers, sometimes even 
camping overnight. 

There is another Eid called Eid-utal- 
Ahda. This is the celebration of the sacri- 
fice Abraham made. Muslims believe the 
sacrificed son was Ishmael. Again, a simi- 
lar celebration takes place. Like 
Christians say "Merry Christmas" on 
Christmas, the proper polite approach is 
Eid Mubarak", which applies to both of 
those Muslim celebrations. This Eid is also 
celebrated after a task. This task is called 
Hajj. 

Like Ramadan, Hajj is a required pil- 
lar in Islam. It lasts twelve days and is 
performed on the twelfth month and 
must take place in Saudi Arabia at a cer- 
tain time and be performed by everyone 
able at least once. Men must shave their 
heads and are only permitted two articles 
of clothing to represent pilgrims. Women 
must cut a lock of their hair, but must 
remain clothed. A sacrifice of a lamb is 
given one third of which goes to the poor. 
A series of tasks is performed, the first is 


walking around a large black cubic stone 
called Kaaba and pray to Allah (the 
immortal god in which Muslims believe 
in), and walk around it seven times prais- 
ing Allah with each circuit. Afterwards, 
each Muslim is forced to climb up a moun- 
tain (hill sized), descend and climb up 
another hill of same size. It is done seven 
times, and represents Ishmael's mother 
searching for water but finding nothing 
but mirage each time. She had stopped 
when she heard her child and saw a foun- 
tain which is called Zumzum flow. This 
fountain which miraculously sprouted still 
flows, and has a pure taste as no plant 
growth is ever present. Man is permitted to 
drink from this fountain which is consid- 
ered holy. The next ritual is done after trav- 
eling to a place called Mina. Over there 
one must throw stones at an imaginary 
Satan. This is done on the eleventh and 
twelfth day. Individuals should sense and 
see the greatness of God and praise him. 


- Siddika Hirji 


~~ Get- your 2005 Our Voice 
Calendar...Celebrating 
the OV Community! 
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HARRIET PRESCOTT SPOFFORD 


WORLD 


A new world is not made 
simply by trying to forget 
the old. A new world is 
made with a new spirit, 
with new values. Our 
world may have begun 
that way, but today it is 
caricatural. Our world is a 
world of things.... What 
we dread most, in the face 
of the impending debacle, 
is that we shall be obliged 
to give up our gewgaws, 
our gadgets, all the little 
comforts that have made 
us so uncomfortable... We 
are not peaceful souls; we 
are smug, timid, queasy 
and quakey. 


- HENRY MILLER 
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New Challenges 


e first Christmas Luis Ricardo 

Garay of Alberta-Cross Cultural 

Services (ACROSS) spent in snowy 

Alberta wasn't so magical. It was, 

he says, "depressing, because it was cold 
and nothing was the same." 

Garay had fled from the civil war in El 
Salvador. "I studied medicine in El Salvador 
and had completed almost half of my 
degrees, but when | came to Alberta I was 
told I would have to start again from 
scratch at the university level," says Garay. 


Instead, Garay took up a new line of work 
in the field of immigration and settlement 
and eventually became a social worker. 
Today, Garay is working with fellow cul- 
tural worker Leo Campos A. of the 
Community Networks Group, on a project 
conceived by Campos. Health & Wellness 
for Immigrant Men is an initiative address- 
ing the stresses that impact immigrant fam- 
ilies as they adjust to life in a new land. It 
also addresses the sense of isolation and 
frustration that can, in worst-case scenarios, 
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lead to an abusive pattern of violence 
recrimination and family breakdown. 

There are many stresses on immigrant 
men. Most come from cultural traditions in 
which they used to be the providers, the 
rotectors. It can be difficult for these men, 
and their families, to adjust when they find 
hemselves having to start over," says 
Campos, who left Chile reluctantly in 1979 
and came to Canada "with a hundred 
sucks, a guitar and a pack of dreams." 

Launching Health & Wellness for 
mmigrant Men took some doing. After 
extensive research and visioning, the cre- 
ators put together a detailed "abstract" of 
the initiative, then sought funding for the 
project. The agency sponsoring the project 
is Changing Together: A Centre for 
Immigrant Women. Financial support 
comes from ECALA (Edmonton Community 
Adult Learning Association) and the 
Alberta Human Rights & Citizenship 
Commission. 

The first stage of this project - running 
until March 2005 - is based on a series of 
participatory workshops addressing con- 
cerns experienced by immigrant men. The 
long-term goal is to create an actual centre 
for immigrant men, a meeting place where 
they can gather, discuss issues, and acquire 
the resources they need to better cope, and 
prosper, in their new land. 

The workshops (in English) focus on 
such issues as: Gender Roles, Parenting, 
Mental Health & Wellness, Family Law, 


Prevention of Family Violence 
& Creativity, Building 
Relationships. 


Life Skills for 
Greater Success in a 


Healthy 


ccording to Statistics-Canada in 
June 2004, "at least one in four 
recent immigrants with a uni- 


versity degree who 
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Aboriginal social workers provide culturally 
sensitive social service programs to the 


Aborignal community. 


Programs are AASCF Certified. 
Aboriginal foster parents are always needed, 
call us if you can help provide a home. 


Abuse, Arts 


ot 


were 
employed between 1991 and 2001 had a 


job requiring no more than a high school 
education. This was twice the proportion of 
only 12 percent among native-born 
Canadians 

Immigrants often don't have the same 
professional and social networks as native- 
born Canadians. They might have difficulty 
expressing themselves in another languag¢ 
as well, many employers (and professional 
associations) do not recognize foreign cre- 
dentials and experience. 

While the project recognizes that career 
counseling is important for immigrant 
men, Garay notes that “our workshops are 
more focused on giving men life skills that 
will help immigrant men in the process of 
adapting to a new life." 

I ask about the myriad of jokes some 
middle class white people make about cab 
drivers and their poor grasp of English. Is 
outright or veiled racism one of the stresses 
men encounter? It can be an issue, Campos 
and Garay admit, but the bigger picture is 
that the root of racism is actually "fear of 
'the other.” 

Health & Wellness for Immigrant Men 
helps assuage some of the fears new 
Canadian men might feel while adjusting 
to a different culture... particularly a differ- 
ent culture where at least some citizens 
might view a person with, say, olive skin to 
be a potential threat... 

The first official workshop, which took 


pills wiowsctimg Fathers. & Sons, AGH AliNy A DICNGlitinwstlanmin,Aciobiiesidsnallanded yiaigsapi- 
i Addictions, Professional Development, 10 men "from various backgrounds: 


African, Middle Eastern, Latin American 


says Campos... and quite strangely, ‘one 
woman," Campos mentions with a smile. 
"She was a Chinese student doing her doc- 
torate here around issues of family plan- 
ning. She was delighted to be there. She 
found this gathering so unique, so com- 
pletely out of her realm of reference." This 
is, however, a series of workshops and con- 
versations meant for immigrant men. 

Workshops are free of charge and held 
Wednesday nights, 7 to 9 p.m. in the 
Program Room at SpruceWoods Library, 
95th Street and 116th Avenue. "Thanks 
must be given to the Edmonton Public 
Library for their support," says Campos. 
"Their SpruceWoods branch said 'yes' imme- 
diately when we approached them. We are 
also planning to host a 'men on men’ video 
series at the Stanley Milner Library Theatre 
in the new year." 

Campos and Garay have been invited 
to speak at various functions already. If you 
wish to connect with them, call 995-6819 or 


435-0096. 
- Mark Kozub 
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Project 
KARE 


Rachel Quinney & others are mourned 


ourners, press, members of the 
Prostitution Action and 
Awareness Foundation (PAAFE) 
: of Edmonton and three police 
atthe corner of a farmer's field for a memori- 
al service’and to plant a cross at the spot 
where a young woman's body was found last 
June. Rachel Quinney's death was the most 
recent of a string of murders involving 
women involved in street prostitution whose 
bodies were found in rural areas surrounding 
the city. 

Rachel's family decided to hold a memor- 
ial for their daughter and to involve the 
media because they wanted to send out a 
message to the public that she was not for- 
gotten. They also wanted the person or per- 
sons responsible for her death to know that 
Rachel is missed and were hoping that some- 
one seeing the memorial in the papers and 
on television would send in a tip to, Project 
KARE. 

PAAFE offered to support the Quinney 
family and to arrange for the memorial. Kate 
Quinn, director of PAAFE, said, "Every year 
we hold a memorial in August for women 
who died as a result of involvement in prosti- 
tution. Rachel's 20th birthday would have 
been on October 27, so we had the.memorial 
close to her birthday on October 29. 

During the service, a white cross was 
placed at the corner of a snow-covered field 
near a stand of poplars where Rachel's body 


__. Another white cross was 


had been placed. After a brief message from 
the Project KARE chaplain the cross was 
pounded into the ground, then mourners lit 
candles to place around the cross. Rachel's 
immediate family walked in among the 
poplars to bid her a tearful farewell at the 
spot where her body was found. The spot was 
known asa "party place," being secluded 
from the road and surrounded by trees. There 
was debris and garbage including an old 
burnt couch strewn about the area. This was 
upsetting to one of the PAAFE workers, who 
said, "They just left her there like garbage 
amidst all that garbage.’ 


SS + 


‘In October, because Rachel had been 
involved in ‘high-risk behaviour," the Project 
KARE team was called in to investigate her 
murder. This is a special RCMP team that 
investigates cases where missing or murdered 
persons were known to have engaged in high 
risk behaviour such as working in the sex 
trade, habitual drug use or frequent hitch- 
hiking. Corporal Wayne Oakes, spokesperson 
for Project KARE, said, "The memorial was 
important for the community not to overlook 
Rachel's death and not to pass judgement 
because she was not just a prostitute or just a 
Native person." 

To try to solve the murder, officers from 
Project KARE are on the streets speaking to 
the women involved in prostitution and 
gathering information. To do this, they are 
not enforcing the law, but are trying to 
befriend and to protect the women. To build 
further trust, this Christmas Project KARE, the 
Quinney family and PAAFE will be hosting a 
Christmas dinner for women involved in 
street prostitution. 


-Linda Dumont 


We’re Here to Help 


if alcohol, drugs or gambling are a 
problem in your life, contact us. We 
provide effective residential treatment 


Tel: {780} 458-1884 
Toll-free: 1-866-4581884 
Email: info@poundmker org 


Centre 
Tel: (780) 420-0356 


aftercare. 


for adults, outpatient counselling and 


www.poundmaker.org 


We don't hold back 


BUTT 


our opinions, why 
should you? If you 
would like to 
respond to 
something written 


in Our Voice or you 


simply think that 
Edmonton has 
gone long enough 
without hearing 


your Views, send 


whjarnason@bissellcentre.org 
hs gyn 
Our Voice 
c/o Bissell Centre 
10527-96 Street. 
Edmonton, Alberta, TSH 
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za, Pasta 


Frank or Joe 


Ph: (780) 478-2381 
Fax: (780) 473-8939 


Avenue, Edmonton, AB TSE OBS 


Minimun 
Wage 
Report 


A Clarification 


he government has been quoted 

as saying that the minimum 

wage is only for "entry-level posi- 

tions." The government's own sta- 
tistics on minimum wage disprove that 
claim. In an Alberta Human Resources 
and Employment (AHRE) document titled 
"Minimum Wage Profile" published in July 
this year, the following statistics are 
noted: 


— 49.1% of workers earning minimum 
wage have more than one year experience 

— 24.4% of workers earning minimum 
wage have more than five years experi- 
ence 

— 77.5% of minimum wage jobs are 
permanent jobs 

— 47.6% of minimum wage jobs are 
full-time 

— Out of the 11,100-workers earning 


|) minimum wage, 5,250 are working full- 


time at minimum wage 

— 59.2% of minimum wage workers 
are over 20 years of age 

— 48% of minimum wage workers are 
over 25 years of age 


The Edmonton Social Planning 
Council has also advocated that the 
Alberta government raise the minimum 
wage (as well as income support for those 
on welfare and AISH). According to our 
analysis, the minimum wage would need 
to be about $7.40 an hour to enable 
almost all Albertans to earn a wage that 
would barely pay for basic necessities. 

We arrive at that number by using the 
newest national low income measuring 
tool, the Market Basket Measure. That 
Measure gives us the income required for 
a family or an individual to buy a basic 
"basket" of goods and services. 


-Edmonton Social Planning Council 


& Deli 


Modern cynics and skeptics 
see no harm in paying 
those to whom they entrust 
the minds of their children a 
smaller wage than is paid to 
those to whom they entrust 

the care of their plumbing 


JOHN F KENNEDY 
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Poetry is concerned with 
using with abusing, 

with losing 

with wanting, 

with denying with 
avoiding with adoring 
with replacing the noun. It 
is doing that always 
doing that, doing that and 
doing nothing but that 
Poetry is doing nothing 
but using losing 

refusing and 

pleasing and betraying 
and caressing nouns. 
That is what poetry does, 
that is what poetry has t 
do no matter what kind of 
poetry it is. And there 
are a great many 

kinds of poetry. 


GERTRUDE STEIN 


THE SPANISH 
tINQULSTLON 


The Troubadours entered every 
Room with great flourish. 
They knew instinctively 
What to do at all times. 
Every hand was kissed and 
Every border guard was 
Given six months salary. 
The times I will never forget 
Are the ones that left a scar. 

I face the wind as though it was 
A debate about the merits of 
Hang-gliding with the devil 
Over espressos and biscotti. 
My dreams slide under the mat 
And conquer me with the truths 
Can't see during waking hours. 


-Warren Bjarnason 


Poor 


you were on crack and you 
said "I'll kill you 
if i tried to take it away from you again 
what happened to my best friend? 
forget friend, i mean brother 
to this kid without a mother, 
you put my heart together 
but the person i knew has come to an end 
now i see i cannot depend 
on the light you once had 
To save your ass. 
Remember the time i said 
i wished i was-dead 
and you took my hand and 
cradled my head 
said "come with me instead" 
and we sat by the river 
looking up at the sky 
as i cried and cried 
what happened to your pride? 
i looked up to-you, my brother 


we said we'd always be there for each other 


today i wanted you and me to get better 
but you slapped my hand away 
the bond we shared is being blown away 
ghosting away like smoke in the night 
the love we had evaporates 
with every suck of your pipe. 


- Sara Campos-Silvius 
Songs of the Street Vol. 6 


Category Winner: "My Family Story" 
Sponsor: Community Action Project 


SUBVERSES 


1F L WERE A 
POLITICLAN 


If I were a politician 
My grandparents and parents 
would roll over 
And ask an angel for ammunition 
Then have me reconsider my massive career plunder 
As a rule, | am a tad cynical 
About politicians, 
religious leaders and such 
This is not to say it is typical 
Of those who vote for those who are usually out of touch 
With the general public 
and who have written 
Such assinine statutes as gun control, green house, 
and others so unfit 
It would make First Prime Minister MacDonald to 
stop drinking-and other secrets well hidden 
To me, politicos have little integrity and so... I would ... quit! 


On the hand, if there is no else to elect 
I would to take a stand 

With some strong souls and relect 

In silence the challenges before us 


“AIDS, disasters caused by nature's furious 
Turbulence in forms of hurricanes, yds, and doctors too few 
And far from facing famine's footprints that make us unfit 


To carry on with healthy 
minds and bodies turned blue 
By useless collective ignorance, and so, if I were a politician 
I would .....Quit! 


- Ernie W. Ballandine 


HOMELESSNESS 


There is a state of homelessness worse than having no roof 
over your head. There is a hunger worse than that of an 
empty belly. There is homelessness of the heart and there is 
hunger for compassionate treatment. 


| have seen this homelessness in airports, in bus depots, in 
train terminals. | am not speaking only of the derelicts that 
know they may not have a place to spend the night undis- 
turbed. I have seen the signs of its vacant abandonment as 
well in the eyes of people so wrapped up in the pursuit of 
material success that they have forgotten 
where they really live. 


These are the homeless to seek a housing for. Theirs is the 
plight for which humanity must strive to alleviate the condi- 
tions of. The truths that warm our hearts are th:/ones which 

call us home again. It is the Creator's way forall of us. 


- Buffalo Child 


ll C—EFEE Ee 


6 VOICE 


VENDO 


CORNER TO CORNER — The Fox 


Amidst the 
Hustle ano 
Bustle 


his is a busy time of year with every- 
thing dressed-up for Christmas ... 
decorations brightening streets ... 
carols singing out peace and joy for 
everyone ... shoppers hurrying and scurry- 
ing about with precious parcels clutched 
tightly to their chests ... hopeful smiles and 
nervous giggles echoing the vague hopes 
and promises of wondrous secret surprises. 
Festive celebrations are everywhere and 


dr 


ody can get away from it - yet, for man 


people, Christmas canbe a. very hard time 


of year. Regardless « 


forced to deal with the demanding impact 
of the annual spirits of Christmas as they 
manifest their commercial and material 
presence within their lives. 

People are continuously bombarded by 
the seasonal propaganda of success and 
failure in home or work or play ... every- 
body talks about what they are or aren't 
doing or what they are or aren't getting ... 
or must instead proclaim their dubious sta- 
tus as somebody distinctly separated from 
the mainstream of society. People with fami- 
lies overspend and go broke and defer their 
personal dreams and needs ... people with- 
out real families are attacked by the loneli- 
ness of having nobody to care for and 
nobody to care about them. People every- 
where start wishing for things they don't 
have ... and must choose over and over 
again whether to play themselves as a 
Scrooge or a Tiny Tim or a Bob Cratchit. 
They have to come face to face with the 
empty holes in the parts of their lives where 
good things should be but simply aren't. 
Unwanted memories brought about by the 
ghosts of Christmas Past and Christmas 
Present too often scare people into making 
wrong choices in social roles ... alienating 
still further the ghost and mysterious oppor- 
tunity of Christmas Future. 

Too often those hopeful smiles and ner- 
vous giggles turn into scowls and snarls as 
people rush through the vexations and frus- 
trations of too little time or too little money 
and too many things they want to do. That 
leaves people out-of-balance with unmet 
needs and too big a burden to carry proper- 
ly. Inevitably, some people drop one or two 
of their precious parcels out of that burden 
and people who otherwise stay focussed 
upon the quality of their interactions with 


others can suddenly be observed running 
right over other people's rights. Many of 
those same people find themselves 
depressed over their seemingly inexplicable 
and destructive behaviours. During and 
shortly after the Christmas Season, even 
people who have generally mastered the art 
of totally avoiding personal reflection often 
crash and bump into things they would nor- 
mally side step or jump right over. 

But there really isn't any need for people 
to be caught short or tripped up by the 
despairs and discrepancies of the conditions 
of their lives. All that's needed to avert these 
little accidents and disasters is that they 
must remember to stop and take a few 
moments now and then to take stock of 
their lives and their relationship with the 
changing world around them. Then they 
can examine their values and beliefs ... and 
identify the purpose and process of what 
they are doing and where they are going 
and how they are getting there. Then, 
amidst all the hustle and bustle of 
Christmas, they can watch for the quiet lit- 
tle signposts of social interaction that vali- 
date the heart and the soul of human com- 
passion. Then, amidst all the need and the 
greed, they can perform over and over 
again those simple small acts of human 
kindness ... the ones that embrace an hon- 
est and open acceptance of one human 
being for another ... the ones that nurture 
personal dignity and self-respect for both 


the giver and recipient the ones that 
uffirm existence and help give meaning and 

value to life. They help to 

steady the weakened « direct the con- 


fused. They are the genuine and priceless 
gifts that keep on giving and giving and 
giving ... for, like the gifts of the Magi, they 
are also the gifts that warm and fill even the 
darkest corners of people's souls. 

As you move from corner to corner in 
your life during this busy hectic season - I 
sure hope a bad case of the Christmas Blues 
doesn't leave you sprawled in a painful 
mess on a sidewalk to somewhere. But if it 
does - please remember there's always a new 
friend waiting to. meet you around the very 
next corner - none of us is ever truly alone 
at Christmas - or at any other time of the 
year. 

See you on the corner! And, as Tiny Tim 
would say, "God bless us one and all!" 


- Misty Wells 


December 24 — 9:06 a.m. to 12:30 p.m 


December 25 -—- Closed 
December 26 —- Closed 
December 27 —- Closed 
December 28 —- Closed 
December 29 -—~ 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 


December 30 —- 9:00 am. to 9:00 p.m. 
December 31 — 9:06 am. to 4:30 p.m. 


january | = — Closed 
january 2 — Closed 
january 3 — Closed 


january 4 = — Regular hours resume 


Wiskirg Everyore Peacefal 
Ghkristrmas Seasor & 
a Joyfal New Year 


Boyle McCauley Health Centre HOLIDAY HOURS 


PU 


& The 
Crow 


A True Story reported by Misty Wells 


he woman shuffled along with the 

line-up behind the van in what she 

hoped was an inconspicuous man- 

ner. She really didn't want any of 
her neighbours to see her there. Even 
though she lived in the notorious Boyle- 
McCauley district now she still took pride in 
making sure she and her son always had 
enough to eat, decent clothes to wear and a 
solid roof over their heads. Sure it was just a 
cheap little basement suite - but it was fixed 
up pretty cute with the things they'd been 
able to rescue from their suburban home 
when everything went wrong with their 
lives. Things had been tight - too tight - and 
grabbing a free meal was just too good an 
opportunity to miss. When she'd seen the 
hearty portions of the rich meaty stew and 
light fluffy bannock start walking back 
down the street and past their yard her 
mouth had started watering and she'd 
found herself in the lineup before she'd 
given it a second thought. With a bit of luck 
she'd be in and out before she had a chance 
who recognised her 


to run into somebody 


} j 
Nn forced 


herself t lax and listen to the 


the fallen, conversations: a around her. She 


couldn't afford the problems tension created 
for some of her health issues ... 

"So what's this, anyhow? Why're you giv- 
ing this stuff away?" 

A hearty chuckle reassured everybody 
who was hanging back ... almost afraid to 
take the handout they were lining up to get. 
"Nah - we just do this ‘cause we have a lotta 
extra food we just couldn't let go to waste." 

"So you guys are like Santa Claus or 
something?" 

"Nah - we have a catering business and 
this stuff's all been paid for by somebody 
that never used it. In our culture people 
share what they have with others." 

"So this is like Christmas then?" 

"Nah - we do this whenever we have 
stuff left over - usually every Sunday and 
every Wednesday evening - it's part of our 
cultural beliefs that every day should be like 


The Board and Staff of the 
Boyle McCauley Health Centre 


Christmas. Nobody should ever have to go 
hungry if we can help them get something 
to eat." 

'So nobody pays you guys to come out 
here and give this stuff away?" 

"No - it's from the catering business and 
sharing it is just what we do to help honour 
the Creator and everything he does for us." 

"So you guys are for real then?’ 

"Uhuh! He nodded vigorously, "That's my 
wife that's serving you the stew - and that's 
my partner standing right beside you there. 

"Hey, this stuffs really good! I gotta tell 
my buddy ‘bout you guys! 

‘Great - we're called "Fox 'N’Crow" - after 
our own names you know - and there's an 
old native legend about that too, We've 
been coming down here and doing this and 
the "catering with an aboriginal flair" for a 
couple of years now - and we do stuff regu- 
larly for Amiskwaciy Academy." 

"Sure wish other food lines had stuff that 
was like this - lotsa meat and lotsa taste 
too!" 

That hearty chuckle came again and the 
man with the van said, "If you like that - 
wait till you try the desert - and there's 
something special here tonight for you to 
take with you too if you can use it. We really 
don't like to let things get wasted if we can 
help it." 

At first people thought he was just jok- 
ing. Then they stood around in open- 
mouthed amazement as plate after plate of 
gourmet-quality nanaimo bars and brown- 
ies were passed around - and then dozens of 
healthy portions of well-cooked Grade A 
d for anybody 


some with them 


peppered steak were provide 
vho wanted 

Then it was her turn and, when she qui- 
etly asked for it, was given a second gener- 
ous portion to take home for her son. 
Relieved, the woman looked around at the 
raggedy scraggly people smiling and chat- 
ting and enjoying their impromptu meal. 
None of them looked drawn out or 
depressed or ashamed to be there - not like 
they'd looked at any of the sit-down meals 
she'd gone to before for the "poor and home- 
less people." Unconsciously she drew herself 
up to stand tall - suddenly glad to be shar- 
ing food with people who were down on 
their luck or stuck in a rough spot and 
happy to get the unexpected gift of dignity 
and respect served up with each of their por- 
tions. She didn't even mind when, a few 
moments later she recognised the two men 
with the van. She'd met them a couple of 
years before when they were filing their 
business license. They'd all spent some time 
talking about dreams and hopes and how 
important it was to do things the right way. 
She'd known then that they were-doing 
something special. 

As she walked back down the street with 
her precious bundles of food she noticed the 
setting sun painting its gilded colours over 
everything on the street. She couldn't help 
wondering if it really was just an ordinary 
sunset or if the real sunshine had somehow 
been called down to shine its warming glow 
upon everyone touched by the simple 
humility of these very special people who 
were doing what they believed in and doing 
it so well. She smiled. It didn't really matter. 
She knew that what they were doing was 
right. So did everybody else there. And she 
knew she was going to keep working on it 
until she got things right too. 


to take 


A three-year diet of rubber 
chicken and occasional 


CHARLES KRAUTHAMMER 
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CITIZEN 


The humblest citizen of all 
the land, when clad in the 
armor of a righteous cause 
is stronger than all the 
hosts of Error. 


WILLIAM JENNINGS BRYAN 
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VENDO 


the Month 


Beverley Matthiessen & 
Brian Laird 


everley is the Executive Director 
and Brian the Public Education 
Service Coordinator/Resource 
Development, for the Alberta 
Committee of Citizens with Disabilities. 

Beverley began working Oct./91, in 
the past 14 years she has seen major 
growth, from a staff of 3 people to 8, with 
another 7 people sharing their office 
space. The organizations’ mandate has 
stayed true, since it started in 1973. It 
acts as the voice of all people with dis- 
abilities, in the province. It has similar 
counterparts in other provinces all are 
affiliated with the National Council of 
Canada. 

There are approximately 400,000 
Albertans, with one form of disability or 
another, which represents 15 - 17% of the 
total population. The ACCD Board of 
Directors is composed of people with all 
types of handicaps and come from many 
areas of the province. With the board 
makeup the same over the years, they 
have been able to successfully act as a 
voice for the consumer, year after year. 
Bev wishes to see a caring society, she 
describes as one where all Albertans get 
their most basic of needs met. Bev says, 
"We have a need for more upstanding cit- 
izens to express and demonstrate their 


GEORGE 
SPADY CENTRE 


personal support for the less fortunate of 
society, people such as, Bob Stollery, 
Bruce Saville and Lois Hole." 

Brian feels that people must standup 
for what they believe in. Recently while 
speaking to pupils at a schoo! in St Paul, 
Alta, a female student stated, "if we don't 
standup for what we believe in, then we 
will surely fall down." 

Brian feels that the health care pack- 
age should be separate from the income 
support package and a cost of living 
increase, should be automatic for the 
income portion. 

Brian further states that medical 
needs are different for every one also 
many people have different food needs 
(dietary needs). 

Brian loves his work he believes in the 
cause and likes the people he works for 
and with. He hopes that his efforts make 
a difference. He looks after the school 
outreach program from the Kindergarten 
to the post Secondary Level. 

Beverley and Brian are a true team, 
she is not handicapped and he is, they 
really compliment one another and are 
inter-dependant. 

Worthy citizens of this month and 
any month for their dedication and 
enthusiasm exhibited by them in doing 
their part, towards making for a better 
world for many people. 


-Cecil Garfin 


- Overnight Shelter 
- Detoxification 


- Addiction Treatment Referral 


- Coffee Drop in 


— Donations Welcome — 


Phone (780) 424-8335 Fax: (780) 426-1203 Email: admin @ pspady.2b.ca 
10015 - 105A Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta, TSH OMS 


EKPUBLIC. 


Ang 
season 
Any Year 


I wish Christmas could be 
more traditional 
not just for this Christmas Day or for this 
Christmas Season, 
but throughout the whole Season of the 
Winter of Humanity. 


People should not have hunger gnawing at 
their bellies 
— when others around them still have food 


available to share. 


They should not have to be without a 
shelter to call their home 
— when others have so many empty rooms 
within the places where they dwell. 


They should not have ice and cold creeping 
through the marrow of their bones 
— when others have more warm coverings 
for their bodies than they can 
ever use themselves. 


They should not have to watch the spirit of 
their children shrivel and dry 
when others have so many fine new 
things they could be gifting children to 
help them heal and grow along 
their path in life. 


Neither should they have to bear the lonely 
birthing pains of grief and suffering 
all by themselves 
— not when others are standing there, 
knowing what they are encountering, 
and yet so cruelly, just turning and walking 
away from those in need. 


People should not be so stingy and lazy and 
filled with wrongful pride in themselves 
— when others need them to be kind and 
humane and filled with the loving care of 
humility and compassion. 


The way we celebrate this Season does not 
honour the teachings of the Elders 
— it does not honour the Creator. 


I wish Christmas could be 
more tradtional 
— then it would not be so hard to ask my 
brothers and my sisters from our greater 
human family 


To have respect for one another 
any Season of any Year. 


- Raining Bird 


Vendor of 
the Month 


Keith McDonald 


eith is 43 years old, was born in, 

Trinidad Tobago, West Indies. He has 

lived in Edmonton the past 30 years 

and has four sisters living in Barrhead, 
Alta. 

Keith has done general labor work as well 
as shipping and receiving to make a living. In 
Oct./94 Keith was in-between jobs, and having 
heard about the Spare Change Paper, decided 
that he would try selling it. It worked well 
immediately and consistently provided him 
with a decent income, he also made many 
new friends from among the vendors, as well 
his customers. 

As a fan Keith likes most sports, he also 
has tried playing basketball, tennis‘and golf- 
ing. 
Keith always wanted to work in the oil 
patch, but things didn't work out, for him. 

Keith say 


ays that the egress 
cles and variety that offers something interest- 4. 


ing to read, for anyone who buys the paper. 
He also feels that a potential customer should 
choose what vendor to buy the paper from; 
either by words of mouth or personally: After 
Keith sells a paper, he always says to the cus- 
tomer, "I hope you enjoy reading the paper." 

Keith wishes all the vendors, the best of the 
season, and to all his customers, Merry 
Christmas and best wishes for a very happy 
new year. 

Keith can be found vending, at 109 St. - 82 
Ave. both at the T.D. Bank corner as well 
the Safeway - Shoppers Drug Mart corner. 


-Cecil Garfin 


grapes 


printing 
graphic design 


PAT RAYMOND 


Manager 


PHONE (780) 479-0475 
FAX (780) 479-7238 


8528 - 126 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB T5B 1G9 


E-mail: prginc@telus.net 
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VENDO 


The 
FOxs 
Den 


Give It up 
for the 
Venoors! 


ur Voice builds bridges between 

parts of the community that 

may otherwise have little or no 

contact with each other. There 
exists a distinct division between people 
who have enough or too much and those 
with not nearly enough 

Our Voice Vendors have regular cus- 
tomers with which they build long-term 
ongoing relationships. The Vendors devel 
op social skills that assist them in build- 
ing confidence and sometimes moving-on 
to more "regular" employment. One of 
our long-term Vendors, Kim Lazurik, 
recently secured a job at the Oliver 
Safeway gas station. Kim had built such a 
solid relationship with the store manager, 
that he was offered this position when it 
came up. We lost a great vendor to the 
open market, but, of course, we wish him 
all the best. 

Many Our Voice Vendors are also Our 
Voice writers, who have the opportunity 
to build communication skiils, express 
themselves through personal stories and 
poetry, making a little extra money in the 
process 
' Amongst the more apparent 
tages to living in poverty like not having 

Xi . are the feelit —— of 
isolation and loneliness that so often 
make a bad situation even worse. The 
Our Voice community gives Vendors a 
group of support and a feeling of being 
part of a team. 

Making a go of it as a Vendor is not an 
easy gig; at first, it can take weeks to 
make a measurable hourly wage and a 
lot of people ignore you completely as a 
matter of course. I can honestly say that I 
would not last three days as an Our Voice 
vendor, especially in winter. I would 
either starve to death or attack the source 
of a snotty comment expressing the opin- 
ion that I should get a real job. 

In short, Our Voice Vendors learn the 
patience of a Buddha, communication 
skills, writing skills, PR skills and the 
value and beauty of belonging. Our Voice 
benefits the community as a whole as 
much as it benefits the vendors who sell 
it. Over 2000 people have taken on the 
challenge of vending for Our Voice since 
we started over 10 years ago. 

Our Voice Vendors are a group of men 
and women with physical, mental or 
emotional barriers who put in long hours 
in the extremes of Alberta weather to 
make enough money to support a bare 
minimum for human existence. 

Our Voice Vendors are a rare breed. If 
you know a good citizen with limited 
career options that you think would bene- 
fit from the Our Voice program, 


usadvan 


- Warren Bjarnason 


Call Ron @ 423-2285 ext 139 or 
rmaclellan@bissellcentre.org 


Senior Citizen 
for Santa 


im came in to see about volunteering 


at the Society for Retired and Semi 


Retired a year ago last N He had 


9} heard about the Santa's Workshop. 


With some background in photography 
and art (painting) he figured that they 
could put his talents to good use. 

He started out offering his time and 
progressed to employment opportunities 
with the Society. 

Jim is on a fixed income so this helps 
him out tremendously, especially towards 
the end of the month when things get kind 
of tight. It's not the monetary supplement 
that has motivated Jim. Being out of the 
workforce it creates the satisfaction of 
pleasing kids and great pleasure doing his 
own artwork. In Santa's workshop he has 
his own small corner where he has put cre- 
ative talents to good use. 

There are twenty-nine societies through 
out the province that benefit from the 
workshop. Donations of gently used and 
new toys goes on year round with the 
workload picking up the last three months 
before Christmas. 

The women make doll clothing for all 
the ones that need it. All toys are inspected 
for safety and minor painting and some 
restoration work is done if possible. A 
group of twelve seniors clean, repair, paint 
and mend the donated toys. 

All donations go to the less fortunate by 
the society that picks them up. They are 

given to other agencies at Christmas time 
to give to families in need in Edmonton 
and area. Please help "SANTA'S SENIORS 
WORKSHOP" by donating gently used toys 
or monetary donations. They will be great- 
ly appreciated. You will not only put a 
huge smile on their faces but make some 
family very happy, too. 

The Society for the Retired & Semi- 
Retired is located at : 


15 Sir Winston Churchill Square 
Edmonton, Alberta 

T5} 2E5 

Phone 780-423-5510. 
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Traditional 
Celebrations 


Holland & Indonesia 


nis is the story of Ron and Yvonne 

Johan. They were born in Indonesia. 

Yvonne moved to Holland at the age 

of six. Ron moved there when he was 
nineteen. They met and married and had 
two daughters. In 1982 the family immigrat- 
ed to Canada and headed straight to 
Edmonton, Alberta. 

Indonesia, being a colony of Holland, fol- 
lowed in the Dutch Christian tradition. Now 
ninety percent is Muslim and ten percent 
Christian. 

Some of the different foods they still use in 
Edmonton are beef or pork roulade. They are 
mildly spicy, similar to a roast and baked. 
Side dishes include mashed potatoes, fried 


potatoes with various vegetables. A real treat 
is white asparagus. Desserts are mainly fruit 
with ice cream and chocolate topping. 


After attending midnight mass the whole 
family goes to the parents for a breakfast of 
tea, hot chocolate and Christmas bread and 
then to bed. The gifts are opened after 
Christmas dinner which is eaten at about 
five o'clock. This doesn't happen in all fami- 
lies but it is traditional. 


Vrolyk Kerstjeest---Merry Christmas in 
Dutch. 

Selamat Harie Natal---Merry Christmas 
in Indonesia. 


Mexico 


ania Nitze Arias Svarez Pedro was 

born in Mexico City in 1984 and 

has lived there all her life. She is a 

guest of Joe and Rita Milligan in 
Bon Accord since her arrival in August 
2004. 

Her uncle is the best friend of 
Eduardo,who resided there also for six 
months in 1987. Through this friendship 
Tania had the opportunity to stay there 
while improving her English at the 
Mennonite Centre for newcomers. 


Their Christmas celebration starts on 
December 12 and continues until February 
2. On December 16 Posada starts, a small 
party every night. The children pray with 
small candles, one standing outside of the 
door and the other inside the house. The 
people outside represent Joseph and Mary 
and inside the people at the inn are pray- 
ing and open the door to receive figurines 
of Joseph, Mary and Jesus. The singing of 
religious songs begins the celebrations. 


Inside the Pinata 


The Pifata is usually a star filled with fruit 
and candy. The Pinata can be any other 
form but the star is widely used made out 
of paper mache. Everyone is singing and 
one person starts breaking the Pifata and 
the children run to get the fruit and candy 
Upon leaving the homes everyone gets a 
small box of fruit and candy. 

On Christmas Eve the mass is around 
10 o'clock. The big meal is served after 
church consisting of turkey, apple salad 
macaroni with cream, yams, salted cod 
and rameritos (a green vegetable). Foi 
dessert they have chocolate cake. When the 
meal is finished everyone from young to 
old has to speak a few lines and give a 
cheer while having a drink of white wine. 
Family members who have chosen their 
names open Christmas presents then. 

On January 6th the three Kings of the 
Orient, Melcher, Gasper and Baltazo give 
gifts of clothing to the children. The family 
makes a special cake in the shape of a 
donut decorated with sweet candied red 
and green peppers inside a small plastic 
figurine of a little baby. Everyone who gets 
the little baby has to make tamales for the 
February 2nd celebration. That's the end of 
the party season. 

Tania will be returning home on 
January 21st to further her education. She 
will be attending UNAM (Universidad 
Nacianal Autonoma de Mexico). She is 
enrolled in an optometrist course for four 
years. 

Felize Navidad---Merry Christmas in 
Spanish. 


- Kevin Fox 


on Sunday & 
Brand New 
Menu 
Book your parties 
with us! Fax 479-0997 


MONDAY & SUNDAY - FREE Pool 
TUESDAY - Name that tune 9 - 1 
WEDNESDAY - Karaoke Night 9-1 


Ph. 474-5554 


REPUBLIC Qa 


Thanks to all. For the great 
republic—for the principle 
it lives by, and keeps alive 
for man’s vast futuré,— 
thanks to all. 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN 


BD sto 


Next to a shot of some 
good, habit-forming 
narcotic, there is nothing 
like travelling alone as a 
“builderupper.” 


ROBERT BENCHLEY 


ENDO 


One 


Shot 
Meal 


Inexpensive meals that can 


be made in one pot or pan 


SWEET & SOUR 


MEATBALLS 


This recipe may sound like some misdi- 
rected attempt at Hugh Hefner/Rat Pack 
inspired party food from your parent's 
past, but it really is good finger food for 
entertaining. 


Meatball Ingredients: 


1 1/2 Ibs ground beef 

2/3 cup cracker crumbs 

1/3 cup minced onion 

1 egg - beaten with a fork 

1 1/2 teaspoon salt 

1/4 teaspoon ginger (dried or grated) 
1/4 cup milk 


Sweet & Sour Sauce Ingredients: 


2 tablespoons corn starch 

1/2 cup packed brown sugar 

1 can (14 oz) pineapple tidbits, drained 
(reserve the syrup) 

1/3 cup vinegar 

1 tablespoon soy sauce 

1 green pepper sliced 


Directions: 


Form the meatball mixture into golfball 
size pieces, then brown in a pan. Put the 
meatballs aside, wipe the fat off of the 
pan and mix the cornstarch & brown 
sugar together in the pan before it cools 
down. Stir in the reserve from the pineap- 
ple with the vinegar and soy sauce. Heat 
a pan until you feel the heat radiating, 
then pour in the mixture and keep stir- 
ring until it boils, allow to boil for 1 
minute. Add meatballs and green pepper 
& pineapple tidbits and allow to simmer 
on medium-low heat for five to ten min- 
utes. 


Presentation: 


These can be served over basmati rice or 
egg noodles for an entrée or they can be 
speared with toothpicks for a party snack. 
Enjoy the holidays and the heroic 
overeating that we will resolve to never 
repeat again until next year. 


-Linda Bjarnason 


REPUBLIC 


Interview 
with 
Santa 
Claus & 
Company 


An Our Voice Exclusive 


0.V.: Santa, have you always been fat and 
are you big boned? 
| Santa: No! I was fairly skinny when I took 
| over Santa duty from my father, it's all 
those milk and cookies the 
Kids leave out for me; I just love cookies 
and milk. I don't know if I am big boned. 


0.V.: Santa do you give the Elves presents 
on Christmas Day and are they the ones 
they made or do you hire an outside con- 
tractor to make the presents 


Santa: No the Elves hate the sight of pre- 
sents by Christmas, so we give them a spe- 


cial dinner and 


Give out special awards for a job well done. 
In addition, Mrs. Claus offers to give any of 
the Elves, who want, one of her special 
full body massages, to work out their kinks. 


O.V.: Mrs. Claus do you ever want to have 
children of your own? 


M.S.: Yes, but I have more than enough 
work looking after Santa and the Elves 
needs. 


O.V.: There are good kids all year, kids that 
are bad all year and ones that are both dur- 
ing the year. How do you determine the 
presents for the different behaviors? 


Santa: The bad kids get one gift, the good 
get three or more presents, and the ones 
that are good and bad get two presents. 


0.V.: Santa is it still true that the bad kids 
get a lump of coal as their gift? 


Santa: No! Coal is too expensive and is a 
pollutant. I give them a bag of dirt and a 
sapling to grow their own Christmas Tree. 


O.V.: Rudolph, since Santa only needs your 
service, on Christmas Eve. Do you work dur- 
ing the rest of the year? 


Rudolph: Yes! I have a contract to guide 
the Space Shuttle through the deep dark 
reaches of outer space; their headlights 
don't work, in space. 


- Cecil Garfin 


Let your 
voice be 
heard! 


Would you like to 
tell your story to 
Edmonton? 


Are there things 
that happened to 
you'that 
you think a 


well? y 
’ 


a 


Should other 
people know 
what's going on? 


Send your story to 
whbjar entre. 
or come see the 
Our Voice 
editor at the 
Bissell Centre, 
10527 - 96th 


Street. 
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ENDO 


From 
ORunk, to 
being 
sobeR 
ano 
straight 


started drinking at the age of 8 years 

old, stealing booze from anywhere and 

anybody. I had no interest in school 

and started getting in trouble with the 
law by the time I was 13. | left home at the 
age of 14, as | had no desire to abide by the 
rules. Eventually, I ended up in jail, at first 
| thought it was a big joke but soon it was- 
n't funny any more. Being in jail was cut- 
ting into my drinking time. 

I was a drunk, going to the Spady cen- 
ter, drunk every day. Tracy suggested that | 
go to Gunn center. | thought about this for 
some time. at first I didn't want to go but 
decided 1 would give it a try. Ron 
MacLellan brought me for a tour at Gunn 
and J met Jim, one of the workers. He took 
us in and showed us around. I asked Jim 
what programs Gunn center offered. He 


told me about the computer program and 
literacy and life skills courses. 

I came to Gunn center on October 
22/01. I started the literacy program with 
Sharon and started to enjoy it. The staff 
were good to me at the Gunn center so | 
hung in there. My success story is that I am 
still doing the program and remaining 
sober. I have met many good people and 
developed some honest friendships. 

As I write this | am beginning my tran- 
sition out of Gunn center. I plan to move 
back to Edmonton in the future and contin- 
ue with my education. I am getting 
involved with other agencies that can help 
me if needed. 

First of all, I would like to say thank you 
for all the people who helped me see the 
way to a new life. Sober is better and I can 
make better choices. I am very grateful to 
Ron from the Bissell, Tracy and Spady staff 
and Gunn center staff for their kindness 
and the caring they have shown me. 

I will continue on my journey, straight 
and sober. Hopefully, my story will give 
hope to someone else who is struggling 
with an addiction. There is always hope. It 
is not easy but taking one day at a time, 
sometimes minute by minute second by 
second. This battle can be won but not 
without struggles, hard work and a lot of 
help. 

I know if I hadn't taken the step and got 
out of the city and found a sense of sobri- 
ety; I would not be here today writing my 
story. 

- Larry Nylund 


For more information please see your local vendor 


Calendars are also available at the Bissell Centre 
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The 2005 


now available! 


or contact Ron @ 423-2285 Ext. 139. 


10257 - 96 Street, Edmonton. 


Only $10 


Come Celebrate 
the vibrancy of the 
OV Community! 


IC 


Our Voice Calendar is 


=—/F sa 7 


Sees ig =< 


OuR COMMUNITY 


OUR VOICE 2005 CALENDAR 


SUCCESS oe 


ER ET UE 


Success is somebody 
else's failure. Success is 
the American Dream we 
can keep dreaming 
because most people in 
most places, including 
thirty million of ourselves, 
live wide awake in the ter- 
rible reality of poverty. 


UrsuLA K. Le GUIN 
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ee ASTROLOGY 


About astrology and 
palmistry: they are good 
because they make people 
vivid and full of 
possibilities. They are 
communism at its best. 
Everybody has a birthday 
and almost everybody 
has a palm. 


KURT VONNEGUT, JR. 
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SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22nd - December 21st) 
Like looking into the sun can be hard on your 
eyes, looking at the roast beast headcheese can 
be hard on your appetite. However, it is a good 
idea to keep your eyes open when you sit down 
to feast. Look after your health by considering 
what you eat, and say a prayer for those who 
can't afford to be fussy. 


CAPRICORN (December 22nd - January 19th) 
Be careful not to overeat between December 
24th and Boxing Day. Gluttony can severely 
compromise your skills of deduction and you'll 
need your wits to be at their sharpest when 
you're called to the Christmas crime scene. If 
you eat too much you could suffer the indignity 
of being grabbed by your trenchcoat and held 
back by a green recruit as you're about to stomp 
all over the taped-off front lawn where Frosty 
lays with a knife in his back. (Hint: find the 
corncob pipe and you'll get a jump on the cold- 
blooded killer.) 


AQUARIUS (January 20th - February 18th) 
Being pinched and mean throughout the rest of 
the year isn't offset by the odd charitable act 
before Christmas, but it does erase a portion of 
your moral debt. If you're not accustomed to this 
"peace and goodwill to all people" vibe coursing 
through you this month, just look for the "man 
with the lonely eyes; take his hand, you'll be sur- 
prised." 


PISCES (February 19th - March 20th) 

A jug, a koan, or a fridge full of poetry... little 
things, big things and big things masquerading 
as little things can all be employed as the ideal 
gift, as can nothing. "No things" can be ade- 
quate to fully express the ineffable quality of 
love you're seared with on occasion this month. 
It's important that you try however, especially 
seeing as global warming might mean your 
baby could soon be tempted away to work as an 
eco-guide through the Northwest Passage. 


ARIES (March 21st - April 19th) 

You'd think that a nice warm upper berth on the 
night train would have thawed the ice in 
Sandy's scrying bowl but the ice is still there and 
so hydromancy is suspended this month. 
However, it's not necessary to use water in pre- 
dicting that you'll go crazy at the James Brown 
concert (Sandy can hear you now saying "I don't 
mind"). You've got the power to really rip it up 
with the Godfather's encouragement. Just don't 
get your throttle stuck open 'cuz it should be a 
truly memorable concert and you could actually 
get too out there and forget the show. You don't 
want to be standing outside afterwards, bewil- 
dered, broke and bloodied, asking yourself "Why 
does everything happen to me?" 


TAURUS (April 20th - May 20th) 

Regardless of who's walking on it, you'll want to 
start worshiping the ground beneath our feet 
this month. The Greens didn't win a seat yet so 
the onus remains on us citizens to be the change 
we want to see. You can see it Taurus, Sandy 
knows you can. P.S. Save the funnies this month 
‘cuz they make terrific wrapping paper. 


GEMINI (May 21st - June 20th) 

Debilitating exposure to blather and obnoxious 
ceaseless chatter will make any cocktail party 
host rethink his or her hospitable impulse. Be a 
good sport this holiday season and resist the 
urge to dominate the conversation with ego- 
boosting auto-puffery. You might be surprised at 
how focusing on other people can elevate your 
social stock (and, by extension, your self 
esteem). 


CANCER (June 21st - July 22nd) 

Your equanimity will be challenged this month 
by 1) churlish drivers, 2) long lines at stores, and 
3) the increasingly visible tip of the have-not ice- 
berg manifest in the growing number of people 
working on the poverty panhandle. Your equa- 
nimity can be restored by 1) burning less fossil 
fuel, 2) consuming less, and 3) giving to the 
Food Bank and other agencies that help people. 


LEO (July 23rd - August 22nd) 

Making up for your recent wrongs is more sin- 
cerely and appropriately done by spending time, 
instead of money this holiday season. Although 
if you're feeling especially penitent, there are 
many inner-city agencies that will happily 
employ whatever financial and service resources 
you're willing to provide as part of your quest for 
atonement. 


VIRGO (August 23rd - September 22nd) 
Whether it was the tireless investigative efforts of 
the cerealogists or the desire of the (human) 
crop-glyph designers to grab recognition and 
fame for their wondrous works, your ambition to 
be transported away from this winter sadness- 
land by aliens has been seriously undermined. 
Looks like you'll just have to count on your fel- 
low human beings to deliver you from this 
annual depressing orgy of consumption and 
alienation. 


LIBRA (September 23rd - October 22nd) 

Picture this: a case of "wrong place, wrong time" 
and WHAM! You're in the hospital. It's a busy 
night, your leg doesn't get set properly and you 
end up with chronic back pain. You can't work 
anymore and fighting for redress siphons all 
your savings. You have to sell your house and a 
slide into lubricious despondency gets you 
kicked out of plan B. A rooming house on the 
drag is next but the bugs and noisome vexation 
threaten to drive you out of your mind so your 
mind hooks up with some more benign compa- 
ny as a diversion. Then Christmas comes, and 
you really miss your old life. That's the way it is 
sometimes... don't judge. 


SCORPIO (October 23rd - November 21st) 

You might have a chance this holiday season to 
loosen up and get kinda out there at the odd 
Christmas party. Just remember not to include 
your car keys in your escape plan when you 
journey to the far eastern edge of your con- 
sciousness and are shocked by the never-before- 
seen sight of humanoid fruit growing on the 
waq-wag tree, 


Crossword (Solution Next Month) 


EMPLOYMENT SERVICES 


For the Inner City 


> Casual Labour 

» Life Management Skills Training 

> Career Counseling 

» Résumé & Cover Letter Preparation 

> Job Interview Skills 

> Internet Training 

> H2S Training (limited funding available) 


> WHMIS/Standard First Aid Training 


All services offered at no cost! 


CASUAL LABOUR 


“Pay the worker = 
NOT the broker” 


Minimum hourly rate - $8.00 
Minimum 4 hours per day 


Workers available 7 days a week, 24 hours a day 
Bookings taken within work hours 
Mon-Thurs: 7am-2pm 


Across: Down: Fri: 7am-noon 

1. metal rod 2 means of control Need someone to help with... 
7. loose garment 3. advocates rebellion 

9. muskrat-like animals 4. stagehands > Yard Work/Snow Removal 

e. . vem 5. susie, » Loading/Unloading 

12. _ fondof 6. small vessel : 

13. form of housing 8. currency > Decorating - internal/ external 
16. formed body of detritus 10. reed instrument » Cleaning - domestic/industrial 
18, _ attitude of pursuit 11. simple curve > Manufacturing 

19 manner of expression 14. type of organ > General Labour 

22. vulgar person 15 vast amount 


24 wanderer 


All services offered at no cost! 


25. type.of desert 1 adr it - 9 ee —$_— 
ee ; ee BISELECENTRET SS 
22. made from bean’ Telephone: 424-4385 
23. product of action Or 
24. poor fortune 


Solution: November Crossword 


Casual Labour program for women at 


Elizabeth Fry Society of Edmonton 
Telephone: 421-1175 ext 22 
Mon-Fri 7pm-3pm 


Across: Down: 
3. Sheaf 1. Chord 
“ 4 2. Fax N 
i ‘Ol cS d 
ae aS ew an 
13. Van 8.1 > 
- ae Gently-Used 
tg a Bissell Centre's 
. . Lentils . = 
19. Pig 14 Buy. Thrift Shoppes Fas h ions 
20. Oar 15. Dent 
21. Quit 16. Zoo i 
22. Lies 17. Girth 
24. Ache 21. Quest p u $ ee 
25. Bus 22. Love 
23. Pone 
= : 24, Awl. © furniture® home goods 
28. Trike © jewellery® collectibles 
8818 118 Ave © antiques 
471-6644 
9232 34 Ave rn 
e 
lowest prices 
We are 100% non-profit 
and locally owned 
No GST ever 
Phone: (780) 414 -1477 
ene A ALL PROFITS SUPPORT THE PROGRAMS 
are open seven AND SERVICES OF BISSELL CENTRE 
Mail: PO Box 1319 RPO Gibbons, Alberta, TOA 1NO DAYS A WEEK 


IN EDMONTON'S INNER CITY 
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a terrific month 
want to learn s 


ovember in general is 
Edmontonians who 


about how this old world works and to 


more awake 


irst comes the (¢ 


become to the social justice 
movement. | ilobal Visions Film 
Festival and then the Parkland Institute's annual con- 
ference. Both events provide ample fuel for stoking 
the activist fire while at the same time offering some 
insights into the state of civil society and what might 
be some worthy avenues for it to pursue in the 

The intel ee 

he Global Vision 


Thirst", "The End of Suburbia - ¢ 
Collapse of the American 


)il Depletion and the 
Dream" and other films 


with a view to educate, inspire and empower viewers. 
When watching documentaries like this it is impor- 
nind that there are other objectives 


besid itional aspect of these films. There is 
nly so much room in the human spirit for learning 
about all the bad stuff that we as a species are doing. 
Of course, we need to be educated if we are to be 
inspired to try and reverse these practices (a quota- 
tion from Thomas Hardy at the beginning of the 
movie "The End of Suburbia" reads "If a path to the 
better there be, it begins with a full look at the 
worst.") but there is a danger, and the activist com- 
munity is acutely aware of this, that too much "doom 
and gloom" will just turn people off. Viewers are well 
advised to know what their tolerance is for good old 
"D & G’ and limit their exposure to it beyond that 
cutoff. Otherwise, inspiration and empowerment risk 
being pre-empted by despair. (Hey! Maybe that 
explains the longest running reality show on TV - the 
nightly news, also known as "Stuff Happens, It's 
True".) Some of the films showed us grim stuff about 
the world-as-it-is, but they also showed that we can 
implement some positive corrections (suggested by 
the aforementioned movies) like establishing a paral- 
lel economy, banning the patenting of living organ- 
isms and thus short-circuiting the corporate owner- 
ship of the global food supply, rethinking our person- 
al investment strategies, obstructing corporate control 
and commodification of water and localizing our 
communities to both make them more civil and less 
environmentally harmful. Feelings of cynicism, pow- 
erlessness and apathy are completely understandable 
in the face of the combined difficulties facing us as 
"stewards of creation". 
The idea that our ms is largely responsible for 


the fate of the planet to embrace lightly 
This responsibility is however - even if you don't 
believe that it has been "assigned" to us by a alee 


power - hat has nevertheless fallen to.us 
by default, as a function of our overwhelmingly pow- 
erful influence on our ao environment. We 
humans consume things. While all life can be 
regarded at a simplistic level as a cycle of creation 
and consumption, human life - supposedly the most 
enlightened on the planet - has almost succeeded in 
elevating this basic aspect of consumption to that of 
a primary reason for our existence. Ironically, under 
the current form of socio-economic organization 
known as "capitalism", this pattern of consumption 
that is ostensibly regarded as essential to our way of 
life might actually end up rendering our planet most- 
ly lifeless. 

Christmas is coming and so consumption is, of 
course, on the upswing. Christmas and its accompa- 
nying orgy of consumption are important to the busi- 
ness community and business is important to our 
way of life. However, ecological diversity, civil com- 
munity and political self-determination are undoubt- 
edly even more important to our way of life. Indeed, 
while the advocates of unbridled consumption would 
prefer that you not reflect on this reality, this con- 
sumption is predicated on a foundation of govern- 
mental, environmental and civil factors interacting 
harmoniously. While we citizens have witnessed the 
quiet seduction of the political wing by the business 
community, there have been serious and extensive 
signs that the hijacking of the environment and "the 
people" will not be successfully undertaken without a 
large amount of consequence and fuss. The reason 
for that is simple in both cases: Concerning the rela- 
tionship between business and the environment, it is 
instrumental in both directions, that is to say that the 
existence of resources in a particular area will affect a 
particular business (or businesses) as those resources 
are refined into wealth and, going the other way, the 
activities of business, acting as they do within the 
environment, must necessarily have some effect upon 
that environment. Unsustainable business practices 
simply cannot continue without causing serious envi- 
ronmental consequences. 

About the relationship between business and "the 
people", or civil society, while some people will sur- 
render meekly to the rapacious will of the business 


something t 


SHOCKED 


QUT OF OUR 


be so yorthy avenu to future 
ual and visual smorgasbord that is 
the Gl isions Film Festival offered such provoca- 
tive fare as "Money The Future of Food 
Sandcastles: Buddhism and Global Finance 


~ 
¢ 


Eric DROOKER (www DROoOoKER 


community, those who are rational people, who have 
a big-picture understanding of what is happening 
should make a fuss. Some people who are unwilling 
and/or incapable of making basic value comparisons 
will be (have been) paid to refrain from defending 
our global inheritance. This complicity might be 
understood (but not justified) from a psychological 
perspective because the "me-firster" has the view that 
he has a lot to lose. This is truly selfish and short- 
sighted because if he were to take the long view, he 
would see that there is a lot more to lose than just a 
bank account full of virtual wealth from stock 
options. 

People need to be shocked out of their apathy and 
their self-absorption, and one way or another, that 
shock is coming. In the film "The End of Suburbia", 
James Howard Kunstler, while referring to the loom- 
ing energy crisis, delivered the deadpan statement 
that we're heading for a "shit storm". He said, "I use 
the term ‘clusterfuck' to shock people into realizing 
how serious this problem is becoming." Without a 
doubt, this type of language backed up with the com- 
pelling arguments that Kunstler and other analysts 
bring to the discussion have alerted some people of 
the need for action. Why then does it seem that very 
little is being done to ease this and other problems? 

One of the speakers at the Parkland Institute con- 
ference shed some helpful light on this question. 
Dennis Soron spoke about the rise of "privatism" as a 
response of many citizens to feeling repulsed by the 
public sphere. They retreat to the individual sphere 
thus ceding the public sphere to those who would 
direct it to the service of their own agenda. 

Soron mentioned that there is a tendency to see 
this disengagement as an indication of some kind of 
individual shortcoming, a "moral failure or a psycho- 
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logical disturbance (one American psychologist 
wants recognition in the diagnostic manual of 'politi- 
cal apathy disorder’)". This condition is manifest on a 
widespread basis however and while it might be con- 
venient for the agents contributing to this society- 
wide malaise to point fingers at the individuals suf- 
fering from it, there are other contributing factors 
that speak of a systemic series of "malfunctions" with- 
in our society that has lead huge swaths of the citi- 
zenry to revoke their participation. 

As outlined by Soron, these factors are things like 
everyday pressures and constraints that diminish our 
time and energy and make it hard to sustain political 
engagement; the establishment of greed - the 
“amoral pursuit of self-interest" - as a societal norm; 
the deification of the "free market economy" and the 
notion that the invisible hand will lead the market to 
serve the public good when in fact it's obviously not a 
free market and the invisible hand is used to "snatch" 
the public purse; the state's involvement in creating 
conditions for business profitability while abdicating 
its responsibility to protect the public good ; the depri- 
vation of "democracy's oxygen", that is, the abandon- 
ment by mainstream media of the role of informing 
the citizenry, for the roles of huckster and hawker, 
brainwasher, titillater and trivializer. 

As these factors bring us closer to the brink, we 
can begin to see the problems a little more clearly. 
Some will say that the growing movement toward 
corporate social responsibility will serve to lessen 
these problems. Another speaker at the Parkland 
Institute conference, Joel Bakan, writer of the book 
"The Corporation", says that service of the public 
interest through corporate social responsibility will 
only result as a corollary of the primary activity, that 
being service of the corporation's interest. Bakan is 
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famous for comparing the corporation to a psy- 
chopath and in his lecture he pointed out that we 
should no sooner allow a COrpor ation to oper ite ina 
self-reqgulated environment than we would a psy 
a 
This is all very discouraging of course so a look at 
some solutions is in order. In an effort to turn around 
the trend towards privatism, Dennis Soron proposes 
that we reassess progressive strategies that inadver- 
tently reinforce privatism. Urging people to use low- 
wattage light bulbs for example reinforces privatism 
("I can do it myself"), whereas if coalitions are formed 
to confront the problems of coal-burning power sta 
tions the citizenry is engaged in influencing society in 
a participatory group dynamic. The labour move- 
ment needs to examine its role in privatism. Merely 
agitating for higher and higher wages is playing into 
the individual consumer aspect of privatism. Labour 
representatives would be much more eff fective at 
improving the lives of their "sisters and bri 
they thre 


w their weight behind reduction of work 
time (freeing up their members for more active citi- 
zenship roles) and established broader political 


demands on important issues like the environment, 
the public sector and social inequality. Inequality has 
a divisive influence that is inimical to the creation of 
a truly progressive culture. Soron makes the sensible 
point that a welcoming and supportive social climate 
is conducive to the broadest participation. Instead of 
taking the social Darwinist approach that believes 
those who are poor or infirm or different are weak 
and insignificant, we must "make allowances for real 
people in all their imperfection, idiosyncrasy and 
contradiction". 

Privatism must necessarily shrink in the light of 
the realization that we are all "mutually dependent", 
to use Soron's term. Business is dependent on workers; 
the first world is dependent on the third world, and so 
on. A practical focus is needed for the establishment 
of a grassroots, "anti-privatism" political movement. 
A major component of privatism is self-interest, and 
that can also be used as a starting point for the anti- 
privatism movement. There's a greater likelihood 
that a person will get along well.in life if everybody is 
looking out for that person's welfaré'than if only that 
person is looking out. We can't possibly Tentify and 
intercept all the potential threats to our welfarethat 
exist out in the wild, wild world. There is a much 
greater possibility of "bettering one's condition - and 
that of others - through organized collective means." 
Further to this idea, privatism can do nothing toward 

bvious in fact that privatism leads to the erosion of 
these organs of the public good. Privatism offers indi 
vidual privilege and indulgence through consump-< 
tion (to those who can afford it, anyway). Any-€ffort 
to combat privatism must clearly outline“and offer 
the "pleasures of post-consumerism”. Privatism may 
have its perks but it really does lead to a lonely, 
pathetic, Gollum-like existence. A positive quality-of- 
life vision articulated by the anti-privatism move- 
ment should bring people out of their cocoons in 
droves. 

Readers of Our Voice might wonder how this is 
relevant to them. That's a good question, seeing as 
Our Voice has a broad variety of readers. For people 
experiencing a life of material shortages, it must be 
obvious that the various negative impacts alluded to 
earlier in the article will be most profoundly felt by 
the most vulnerable in our society. When fossil fuel 
prices go through the roof for example, the well- 
heeled will still be able to drive, but they'll want to 
move downtown, closer to their workplaces and so 
the poor will be yet again displaced. Wave after wave 
of marginalized folks will be forced to the decaying 
outer skin of urban centres, left there to fend for 
themselves in the arid wastelands of crumbling sub- 
urbia. Even if a reader is not living on the street or 
under the threat of homelessness, even for somebody 
who is doing quite well for him or herself, the mon- 
strous consequences that are waiting just around the 
commer for humanity must be acknowledged. Keeping 
our head in the sand will only make the problem 
worsen with time. It's like gangrene that's gotten into 
your wound. If you act soon you might only suffer a 
minor amputation, say a toe. Hold off on doing any- 
thing about it and you could lose the whole leg. 
Apathy and fear can be crippling, that's why it's cru- 
cial that we educate ourselves, band together and do 
something positive. December is a time for wakeful- 
ness, to be aware of our capacity for improving life 
on Earth. Let us work together to bring more hope 
into the world. 

- Ron MacLellan 

For more information, check out 

http://www.globalvisionsfestival.com/2004 

http://www.ualberta.ca/PARKLAND/ 
http://www.thefutureoffood.com/ 
http://www.endofsuburbia.com/ 

Search using "peak oil" 


